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THE

HIGHLAND CLANS.

CHAPTER 1.

Traditionary Origins of the Highland Clans.— History of High-
land Tradition.—Succession of false Traditions in the High-
lands.—Traces of the oldest and true Tradition to be found.—
Effect to be given to the old manuscript Genealogies of the
Highland Clans.

In the second part of this Work, it is proposed to
examine the history, individually, of the different
clans of the Gael of the Highlands of Scotland, to
trace the origin of each, their distinctive designations,
descent, branches into which they have subsequently
spread out, and the affiliation of the different clans
with respect to each other, with such particulars of
their earlier history as may seem to be supported by
good evidence.

It has been considered unnecessary. to load these
accounts with the more recent details of family his-
tory, as possessing in themselves little variety or .
interest to the general reader, and in no respect

J B 2



4 THE HIGHLAND CLANS, [PART 11.

affecting the main object of this Work-—namely, that
of dispelling the obscurity and inconsistencies in
which the early history of the Gael has been in-
volved. When the outline has been distinctly traced,
and the subject reduced to what it is to be hoped
may appear a well-founded system of history, that
outline would admit of being easily filled up, and the
notice of each individual family brought down in full
to the present time, were such details compatible
with the necessary limits of a Work of the present
description.

In order to explain the nature of the arrangement
in which the clans have been placed, it will be ne-
cessary to recall to the recollection of the reader, that
one great feature of the system of history established
in this Work is, that previous to the thirteenth cen-
tury the Highlanders of Scotland were divided into a
few great tribes, which exactly corresponded with the
ancient earldoms, and that from one or other of these
tribes all the Highlanders are descended. Accord-
ingly, the different clans will be found under the
name of the ancient earldom, or tribe, of which they
originally formed a part, and, throughout, the rela-
tion of the different clans to each other will be accu-
rately maintained. :

Before entering, however, upon the history of the
Highland clans, it may not be amiss to notice an
objection which may be made to this view of their
origin.
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CHAP. 1.] THE HIGHLAND CLANS. 7

ing of the country. The Southern Picts, a people
eomparatively civilized, and who possessed in some
degree the monkish learning of the age, were over- -
run by the still barbarous Scottish hordes, assisted
by the equally barbarous Pictish tribes of the moun-
tains. Afler this event, succeeded a period of confu-
sion and civil war, arising from the struggles between
the races of the Scots and of the Northern Picts, for
preeminence on the one part, and independence on
the other; and when order and learning once more
lifted up their heads amongst the contending tribes,
a race of kings of Scottish lineage were firmly esta-
blished on the throne, and the name of Scot and
Scotland had spread over the whole country. A
knowledge of the real origin of the Highland clans
was, in some degree, lost in the confusion. The na-
tural result of the preeminence of the Scottish name
in the country was a gradual belief in the Scottish
origin of the Highland clans; and this belief, which
must eventually have prevailed even among the clans
themselves, was firmly fixed in their minds at an
earlier period by a circumstance in the history of
Scotland which will be afterwards noticed. - The
Fint gme- first system, then, which produced a change
tlon antigns i) the traditional origin of the Highlands
eoum. may be called the Scottish or Irish system.
The oldest and purest specimen of this tradition
which I have been able to discover, is contained in
an ancient parchment MS., containing genealogies
of most of the Highland clans, and which, from in-
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10 THE HIGHLAND CLANS.

_ distance of abode renders improbable ; while, on the
other hand, there exists a bond of Manrent between
.the Macnabs and Mackinnons, founded upon their
close connexion and descent from two brothers.
The same remark applies to the Macgregors, Mac-
kinnons, and Macquarries, who by the MS. are made
no nearer to each other than they are to the Rosses,
Mackenzies, &c. If, however, we leave out of view
those earlier parts of the different genealogies by
which the clans are connected with the kings of the
line of Lorn, then we shall find the rest of the MS.
to be borne out in a most remarkable manner by
every authentic record of the history of the different
clans which remains to us. In the third place, those
early parts of the different genealogies do not agree
among themselves ; thus, Cormac Mac Oirbertaigh is
upon different occasions made great-great-grandson,
great-grandson, grandson, a remote descendant, ne-
phew, and brother of Fearchar Fada.

It will be shewn in another place, that there is
every reason to think that the genealogies contained
in the MS. are perfectly authentic for the last four-
teen generations, or as far back as the year 1000,
A.C., but that previous to that date they are to be re-
garded as altogether fabulous’.

Upon the whole, the only inferences which can be
legitimately drawn from the MS., are, 1lst. That
there was at that time an universal belief in the

! See infrd, p. 39.
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. Highlands, that the Highland clans formed a distinct
people of the same race, and acknowledging a com-
mon origin. 2dly. That the clans mentioned in the
MS., apparently consist of three great divisions ; the
clans contained in each division being more closely
connected among themselves than with those of the
other divisions. The first consists of the Mac-
donells and other families descended from them.
The second, of those clans which are said by the
MS. to be descended from sons or brothers of Fear-
char Fada, and who inhabit principally the ancient
district of Moray. The third is formed by the prin-
cipal Ross-shire clans, together with the clan Alpin,
who are brought from Cormac Mac Oirbertaigh.

gmeraoa  The next system of traditionary origins
duced the which was introduced into the Highlands,

clans from

theheroes  and which supplanted the former, may be

taomsh  termed the heroic system, and may be cha-

racterized as deducing many of the Highland clans
from the great heroes in the fabulous histories of
Scotland and Ireland, by identifying one of these
fabulous heroes with an ancestor of the clan of the
same name. This system seems to have sprung up
very shortly before the date of the MS. before re-
ferred to, and to have very soon ohtained credit in
the Highlands, probably in consequence of the effect
of its flattering character upon the national vanity.
We can trace the appearance of this system in some
of the clans contained in the MS. of 1450. It seems
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to have been first-adopted by the Macdonalds, who
identified two of their ancestors, named Colla and
Conn, with Colla Uais and Conn of the hundred
battles, two celebrated kings of Ireland. In ‘the
Macneills we actually see the change taking place,
for while they have preserved their descent in the MS.
according to the Irish system, they have already
identified their ancestor, who gave his name to the
~ clan, with Neill Naoi Giall, a king of Ireland, who
reigned many hundred years before they existed. In
the Macgregors we can detect the change taking
place in the latter part of the 15th century. Ina
MS. genealogy written in the year 15127, I find that
the Macgregors are brought in a direct line from
Kenneth Macalpin, a hero famed in fabulous history
as the exterminator of the whole Pictish nation;
whereas, in the MS. of 1450, we have seen that
their origin is very different; so that this change
must bave taken place between these two periods.
The publication of the history of Fordun, and the
chronicle of Winton, had given a great popular
celebrity to the heroes of Scottish history, and some
" of the Highland Sennachies finding a tribe of the
Macgregors termed Macalpins, probably took ad-
vantage of that circumstance, to claim a descent
from the great hero of that name. The same cause
apparently induced them afterwards to desert their

'3 MS. penes Highland Society of Scotland.
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period the Mackenzies were universally believed to
have been a branch of the Rosses.
Thelasttra.  Lhe last system of Highland origins did

Novmanssa Dot appear till the seventeenth century, and

Norwegian

ﬂfﬁaf'f' o is not the production of the Highland Sen-
clans. nachies. It may be termed the Norwegian
or Danish system, and sprung up at the time when
the fabulous history of Scotland first began to be
doubted ; when it was considered to be a principal
merit in an antiquary, to display his scepticism as
to all the old traditions of the country; and when
the slender knowledge of the true history, which
they did possess, produced in their minds merely a
vague idea of the immense extent of the Norwegian
conquests and settlements in the north of Scotland.
Not only was every thing imputed to the Danes, but
every one was supposed to be descended from them.
This idea, however, never obtained any great credit
in. the Highlands. The greatest efforts of the fa-
vourers of this system was that of making the Mac-
leods the direct descendants of the Norwegian kings
of Mann and the Isles, a descent, for which there is
not avestige of authority. Besides this, I possess a MS.
genealogy of the Macleods, written in the sixteenth
century, in which there is no mention whatever of such
an origin’. I may also mention the Camerons, who
are said to be descended from Cambro, a Dane ; the
Grants from Acquin de Grandt, a Dane; the Mac-

' MS. penes Highland Society of Scotland.
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donalds from the Norwegians of the Isles; the
Campbells from de Campo-Bello, a Norman ; and
many others, but all of which are equally groundless,
as will be shewn in the sequel.

Such is a short view of the different systems of
descent which have sprung up in the Highlands, and
of the causes which apparently led to their being
adopted ; and from these few remarks which have
been made upon the origin of the Highland clans,
we may draw two conclusions. In the first place,
we may conclude that circumstances may cause the
traditionary origin of the different Highland clans to
change, and a new origin to be introduced, and gra-
dually to obtain general belief; and arguing from
analogy, the real origin of the Highlanders may be
lost, and a different origin, in itself untrue, may be
received in the country as the true one. Farther,
in this way there may be a succession of traditions
in the Highland families, all of them differing
equally from each other and from the truth. In the
second place, we may conclude, that although the
general system of the origin of the clans contained in
a MS. may be false, yet the farther back we go,
there appears a stronger and more general belief
that the Highland clans formed a peculiar and dis-
tinet nation, possessing a community of origin, and
also, that throwing aside the general systems, the
affinities of the different clans to each other have
been through all their changes uniformly preserved.
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‘CHAP. 1.] THE HIGHLAND CLANS. 17

sion, that the Highland clans are not of different or
of foreign origin, but that they were a part of the
original nation, who have inhabited the mountains
of Scotland as far back as the memory of man, or
the records of history can reach—that they were di-
vided into several great tribes possessing their here-
ditary chiefs ; and that it was only when the line of
these chiefs became extinct, and Saxon nobles came
in their place, that the Highland clans appeared in
the peculiar situation and character in which they
were afterwards found.

This conclusion, to which we have arrived by

* these general arguments, is strongly corroborated by
a very remarkable circumstance : for, notwithstand-
A tradition ing that the system of an Irish or Dalriadic
gfa Pictsh origin of the Highland clans had been intro-
e Hien® duced as early as the beginning of the

fifteenth century, we can still trace the
existence in the Highlands, even as late as the
sixteenth century, of a still older tradition than that
contained in the MS. of 1450 ; a tradition altogether
distinct and different from that one, and one which
not only agrees in a singular manner with the system
developed in this Work, but which also stamps the
Dalriadic tradition as the invention of the Scottish
monks, and accounts for its introduction.

The first proof of the existence of this tradition
which I shall bring forward, is contained in a letter
dated 1542, and addressed to King Henry VIII.

" of England, by a person designating himself “ John
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Elder, clerk, a Reddschanke.” It will be necessary,
however, to premise that the author uses the word
“ Yrische” in the same sense in which the word
Erse was applied to the Highlanders, his word for
Irish being differently spelt. In that letter he men-
tions the “ Yrische lords of Scotland, commonly
callit REDD SCHANKES, and by historiagraphouris,
Pict1s.” He then proceeds to give an account of the
origin of the Highlanders; he describes them as in-
habiting Scotland “ befor the incummynge of Alba-
nactus Brutus second sonne,” and as having been
“ gyauntes and wylde people without ordour, civi-
‘litie, or maners, and spake none other language but
Yrische ;” that they were civilized by Albanactus
from whom they were ¢ callit Albonyghe.” And
after this account of their origin, he adds, * which
derivacion the papistical curside spiritualitie of Scot-
land, will not heir in no maner of wyse, nor confesse
that ever such a kynge, namede Albanactus reagnrede-
ther, the which derivacion all the Yrische men of
Scotland, which be the auncient stoke, cannot, nor
will not denye.”

He then proceeds to say, “ But our said bussheps
drywithe Scotland and theme selfes, from a certain
lady namede Scota, which (as they alledge) came out
of Egipte, a maraculous hote cuntreth, to recreatt
hirself emonges theame in the colde ayre of Scot-
land, which they can not afferme by no probable aun-
cient author.” From the extracts which have been
made from this curious author, it will at once be
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seen, that there was at that time in Scotland two
conflicting traditions regarding the origin of the
Reddschankes or Highlanders, the one supported by
the Highlanders of the “more auncient stoke,” the
other by the “ curside spiritualitie of Scotland;”
and from the indignation and irritation which he
displays against the “ bussheps” it is plain that
the latter tradition was fast gaining ground,and must
indeed have generally prevailed. The last tradition
is easily identified with that contained in the MS. of
1450, and consequently there must have existed
among the purer Highlanders a still older tradition
by which their origin was derived from the “ Pictis.”
The existence of such a tradition in Scotland at
the time is still farther proved by Stapleton’s Trans-
lation of the Venerable Bede, which was written in
1550. In that translation he renders the following
passage of Bede, “ Cugus monasterium in cunctis
pene septentrionalium Scottorum et omnium Pic-
torum monasteriis non parvo tempore arcem tenebat,”
as follows ;—* The house of his religion was no
small time the head house of all the monasteries of the
northern Scottes, and of the abbyes of all the REpD-
SCHANKES.” It would be needless to multiply quo-
tations to shew that the Highlanders were at that
time universally known by the term Reddschankes.
The accordance of the oldest tradition which can
be traced in the country, with the conclusion to which
a strict and critical examination of all the ancient
authorities on the subject had previously brought us,
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forms a body of evidence regarding the true origin
of the Highlanders of Scotland to which the history
of no other nation can exhibit a parallel. The au-
thority of John Elder, however, not only proves the
tradition of the descent of the Highlanders from the
Picts, to have existed in the Highlands before the
Irish or Dalriadic system was introduced, but we
can even ascertain from him the origin of the later
system, and the cause of its obtaining such universal
belief. :

It appears from John Elder’s letter, that the clerg;
of Scotland asserted the descent of the Highlanders
from the Scots of Dalriada, and that the older High-
land families held a different tradition, which agrees
with the system contained in this Work. The object
of John Elder’s letter, however, was to assure the
King of England of support in the Highlands in his
plans of obtaining influence in Scotland, and the
Highland chiefs who held this older tradition are
just those whom he afterwards names to King Henry
as in the English interest. Now it is very remark-
able, that the first trace of the Dalriadic system
which we can discover, is in the famous letter ad-
dressed to the Pope in 1320 by the party who as-
serted the independence of Scotland. To this party
the clergy of Scotland unquestionably belonged,
while it is equally clear that the Highland chiefs,
with very few exceptions, belonged to the English
party ; and upon comparing the traditionary history
upon which Edward ]. founded his claim, and which
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those clans who assert a Scandinavian or Norman
origin; for we invariably find, in such cases, that their
tradition asserted a marriage of the foreign founder
of their race with the heiress of that family of which
they were in reality a branch. Thus, the Macin-
toshes assert that they are descended from the Earl
of Fife, and obtained their present lands by marriage
with the heiress of clan Chattan, and yet they can
be proved to have been from the beginning a branch
of that clan. The Campbells say that they are a
Norman family, who married the heiress of Paul
O’Duibhne, lord of Lochow, and yet they can be
proved to be descended from the O’'Duibhnes. The
Grants, who are a sept of the clan Alpin, no sooner
claimed a foreign descent from the Danish Acquin
de Grandt, than they asserted that their ancestor had
married the heiress of Macgregor, lord of Freuchie;
the Camerons and Mackenzies, when they assunmed
the Danish Cambro and the Norman Fitzgerald for
their founders, asserted a marriage with the heiresses
of Macmartin and Matheson, of which families they
can be proved to have been severally descended in
the male line. The first thing which strikes us as .
remarkable in this fact is, that the true tradition in-
variably assumes the same aspect, although that a
false one, with regard to all the clans; and there is
also another fact with regard to these clans which
will probably throw some light upon the cause of
the adoption of a false tradition, and the singular and
unvarying aspect which the true one assumes—viz.,



CHAP. L] THE HIGHLAND CLANS, 23

that most of the families who assert a foreign origin,
and account for their position at the head of a High-
land clan by a marriage with the heiress of its chief,
are just those very families, and no other, whom we
find using the title of captain; and that the family
who oppose their title to the chiefship invariably
assert a male descent from the chief whose daughter
they are said to have married. The word captain
implies a person in actual possession of the leading
of the clan who has no right by blood to that station;
and it will afterwards be proved that every family who
used the title of captain of a particular clan, were the
oldest cadets of that clan, who had usurped the lead-
ing of it, to the prejudice of the chief by blood. Now
as the identity of the false aspect which the true tra-
dition assumes in all of these cases, implies that the
cause was the same in all, we may assume that
wherever these tgh circumstances are.to be found
combined, of a clan claiming a foreign origin, and
asserting a marriage with the heiress of a Highland
family, whose estates they possessed and whose fol-
lowers they led, they must invariably have been the
_ oldest cadet of that family, who by usurpation or
otherwise had become de facto chief of the clan, and
who covered their defect of right by blood by deny-
ing their descent from the clan, and asserting that
the founder of their house had married the heiress of
its chief.

The genela deduction from the MS. genealogies
of the Highland clans is, that the various clans were
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divided into several great tribes, the clans forming
each of these separate tribes being deduced by the
genealogies from a common ancestor, while a marked
distinction is drawn between the different tribes, and
indications can at the same time be traced in each
tribe, which identify them with the earldoms or

maormorships into which
anciently divided.

the north of Scotland was

This will appear from the following Table of the
distribution of the clans by the old genealogies into .

different tribes :—

I. DescENDANTS oF CoNN or THE HuNDRED BATTLES.

The Lords of the Isles, or
Macdonalds.

The Macdougalls.

The Macneills.

II. Descenpants or FErc

The Old Maormors of Moray.
The Macintoshes.

The Maclauchlans.
The Macewens.
The Maclaisrichs.
The Maceacherns.

HAR Fara Mac Ferapare.

The Macphersons.
The Macnauchtons.

III. DesceNpaNTs or Cormac Mac OIRBERTAIG.

The Old Earls of Ross.
The Mackenzies.
The Mathiesons.

The Macgregors.
IV. Déscsﬂmnu oF
The Macleods.

The Mackinnons.
The Macquarries.
The Macnabs.
The Macduffies.

FERGUS LEITH DEARG.

| The Campbells.

V. Descenpants or Keycur.
The Macnicols.
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In the following notices of the Highland clans we
shall take the various great tribes into which the
Highlanders were originally divided, and which are
identic with the old earldoms, in their order; and
after giving a sketch of the history and fall of their
ancient chiefs or earls, we shall proceed, under the
head of each tribe, to the different clans which
formed a part of that tribe, and then for the first
time appeared in independence.

VOL. IIL c
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CHAPTER II.
I. The Gallgael.

rhecan- VWHEN the Norse Sagas and Irish Annals
gacl. first throw their steady though faint light
upon the history of the north of Scotland, we can
distinctly trace, in the restless warfare at that period
excited by the incessant incursions of the northern
pirates, the frequent appearance of a people termed
by the Irish annalists the Gallgael, or Gaelic pirates.
The northern pirates were at that time known to the
Irish writers by the name of Fingall and Dugall, the
former being applied to the Norwegians, the latter to
the Danes. The word Gall, originally signifying a
stranger, came to be applied to every pirate, and we
find a strong distinction invariably implied between
the white and the black Galls, and those to whom
they added the name of Gael, or Gaelic Galls. The
latter people are first mentioned in the Irish Annals
in the year 855, when we find them assisting the
Irish against the Norwegians ; and in the following
year they again appear under their leader, Caittil
fin, or the white, at war with the Norwegian
pirate kings of Dublin. In 1034, Tighernac men-
tions the death of Suibne, the son of Kenneth, king
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cipal support to the numerous rebellions raised during
that period in favour of the rival family of Mac
William.

He appears, however, to have rendered a more
active assistance to the last attempt made by that
family in 1221, and the king probably took
advantage of that occasion to make an
effort to reduce him more effectually under his power,
for in that year, Alexander, having collected an army
in Lothian and Galloway, attempted to penetrate the
recesses of Argyll by sea, but was beat back by a
tempest, and forced to take refuge in the Clyde. On
the failure of this attempt, Alexander was not dis-
couraged, but was resolved to attempt an expedition
by land. He collected a large army from every quar-
ter, and entered Argyll; and whether it is to be attri-
buted to the military skill of the royal leader, or, as is
more probable, to the incompetency of his adversary,
and the divisions which have always existed in a
Celtic country so extensive as that ruled by him, yet
certain it is, that in this year the king made himself
master of the whole of Argyll, and Somerled took
refuge in the Isles, where he met a violent death
eight years afterwards.

According to Winton, the most honest and trust-
worthy of all our chroniclers,—

A. D. 1221

¢ De kyng that yhere Argyle wan
Dat rebell wes til hym befor than
For wythe hys Ost thare in wes he
And Athe’ tuk of thare Fewte,
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completely broken for the time, and the fragments
of the clan now looked up to the race of Dugall,
the eldest son of the second marriage, who was in
undisturbed possession of the share of the Isles ac-
quired by Somerled, as their head. Dugall, the
eldest son of this marriage, possessed, besides the
Isles, the district of Lorn, as his share of the pos-
sessions of his paternal ancestors. But on his death,
the Isles did not immediately descend to his children,
but appear to have been acquired by his brother
Reginald, according to the Highland law of suc-
cession, who, in consequence, assumed the title of
king of the Isles. By the same laws, the death of
Reginald restored to his nephews the inheritance of
their father.

Dugall had left two sons, Dugall Scrag and
Duncan, who appear in the Norse Sagas, under
the title of Sudereyan kings. As the Hebrides were
at this time under the subjection of the Norwegian
king, the sons of Somerled appear to have nominally -
acknowledged his authority, but as these Sagas
abound in complaints against their fidelity, they
seem to have professed submission to either king, as
best suited their object for the time, while, in fact,
they were in a state of actual independence. This
state of matters occasioned Haco, at that time king
of Norway, to determine, at length, to reduce these
refractory chiefs to obedience; and for this purpose
he selected a Norwegian, termed Uspac, gave him the
name of Haco, with the title of king, and dispatched

VOL. II. D
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death in an attack upon a fortress in that island’.
Duncan was now the only one of his family who re-
tained any power in the Sudereys, but of his farther

history nothing is known except the foundation of
" the priory of Ardchattan, in Lorn. On his death,
his son Ewen succeeded to the whole power and
territories of this branch of the descendants of So-
merled; and he appears to have remained more
faithful to the Norwegian king than his predecessors
had been, for when Alexander II., king of Scotland,
had determined upon making every effort to obtain
possession of the Western Isles, and, deem-
ing it of the greatest consequence to win
Ewen to his interest, had besought him to give up
Kerneburgh, and other three castles, together with
the lands which he held of king Haco, to the king
of Scotland, adding, that if Ewen would join him in
earnest, he would reward him with many greater
estates in Scotland, together with his confidence and
favour, and although all Ewen’s relations and friends
pressed him to comply, he declared that he would
not break his oath to king Haco, and refused all
offers of compromise.

Alexander, it is well known, died in Kerreray, in
the commencement of an attack upon the Isles, and
his son, Alexander III., when he had attained
majority, determined to renew the attempt to obtain
possession of the Isles, which his father had com-

! This account is taken from the Anecdotes of Olave the
Black.

A.D. 1249.

D2
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meérniced. But instead of proceeding in person to
the execution of this enterprise, he excited the Earl
of Ross, at that time the most powerful nobleman in
Scotland, and whose great possessions extended over
the mainland opposite to the Northern Isles, to
commence hostilities against them, and this earl
accordingly, accompanied by the chief of the Ma-
thiesons and other powerful dependents, suddenly
crossed over to the Isle of Sky, where he ravaged
the country, burned villages and churches, and
killed great numbers both of men and women. Upon
this, the Sudereyan kings immediately dispatched
letters to Haco, complaining of the outrages com-
mitted, and acquainting him that it was but part of
a plan by which the Scottish king purposed to
subdue all the Sudereys, if life was granted to him.
Haco was no sooner aware of the extent of the
danger to which his insular dominion was exposed,
than he determined to proceed in person to the
Hebrides, with all the troops which his means could
supply. Upon Haco’s appearance, he was at once
joined by most of the Highland chiefs, among whom
was king Dugall, son of Ronald, the son of Reginald
Mac Somerled, and upon his arrival at Gigha, he
was met by king Ewen. Haco desired that Ewen
should follow his banner, but the politics of that
prince had changed in a most unaccountable man-
ner, for he excused himself, and said that he had
sworn an oath to the Scottish king, and that he had
more lands of him than of the Norwegian monarch,
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long enjoy his extensive territories, for holding some
lands in North Argyll, of the Earl of Ross, his
proximity of situation gave rise to a bitter feud be-
tween these powerful chiefs. David Il. having in
1846 summoned the barons of Scotland to meet him
. at Perth, Ranald made his appearance there with
a considerable body of troops, and took up his quar-
ters at the monastery of Elcho. William, Earl of
Ross, who was also with the army, took this oppor-
tunity of revenging himself upon Ranald, and having
surprised and entered the monastery in the middle
of the night, he slew Ranald with seven of his fol-
lowers. By the death of Ranald, the descendants
. of Roderic became extinct, and John of the Isles,
the chief of the clan Donald, who had married his
sister Amy, became entitled to the succession, to
which he immediately laid claim.
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CHAPTER III.
The Gallgael, continued.

CLAN DONALD.

THE clan Donald derive their origin from Donald
-IL, son of Reginald. The share of his father’s pos-
:sessions which fell to him appears to have been
South - Kintyre and Isla, but it is unquestionable
that he held these possessions of his brother Ro-
deric, as the head of the house. As the clan Do-
nald were at this time under the sway of the Nor-
wegians, but little is known of their history until
the cession of the Isles in 1266. Donald is said by
a Highland Sennachie to have gone to Rome for
the purpose of obtaining remission for various atro-
cities of his former life, which he is reported to
have obtained with little difficulty, and to have
evinced his gratitude by granting lands to the
monastery of Saddell, and other ecclesiastical esta-
blishments in Scotland. It was during the life
of Angus Moir, his son and successor, that the ex-
pedition of Haco to the Western Isles took place,
and although Angus joined him immediately on his
arrival with his fleet, and assisted him during the
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where he died. His whole possessions were for-
feited and given to his brother Angus Og, who,
fortunately for himself and for his clan, had adopt-
ed a different line of politics, having followed the
party of the Bruce from the very beginning.

After the disastrous defeat at Methven, and the
subsequent skirmish of the lord of Lorn at Tyn-
drum, where the Bruce was obliged to fly, he was
received by Angus in his castle of Dunaverty, and
there protected until he was obliged to take refuge
in the small island of Rachlin. From this period
Angus attached himself to his party, and took a
share in all his subsequent enterprises. He assisted
in the attack upon Carrick, when “ the Bruce wan
his father’s hall,” and was also present at the battle
of Bannockburn, where Bruce at length reaped the
reward of all his former toils and dangers, on which
occasion Angus with his clan seem to have formed
the reserve.

* Ye ferd bataile ye noble king
Tuk till his awne governyng,
And had in till his company
Ye men of Carrik halely,
And off Arghile, and of Kentyre,
And off ye Isles, quharof wes syr
Angus off Lile, and but all ya,
He of ye plane land had alsua
Off armyt men a mekyl rout,
His bataile stalwart wes and stout.”’

! Barbour.
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-opposition to the crown, again operated to change
the policy of the lords of the Isles, or rather to
cause them to resume their former line of conduct.
These natural causes of separation were heightened
‘by a dispute between John and the Regent, with
regard to some of the lands which had been granted
by the Bruce; and John had not been long in pos-
session of the power and dignities of his ancestors
before he joined the party of Edward Baliol and
the English king. In consequence of this, a formal
treaty was concluded between Edward Baliol and
John on the 12th of December, 1333, in which
‘Baliol, “ quantum in se est,” yielded. for ever to
John and his heirs and assignees, together with the
‘whole of his father’s possessions, all title to the
lands and islands claimed by the Earl of Murray,
(the Regent,) and also gave him the wardship of
Lochaber until the majority of the heir of Atholl,
at that time only three years old, by whose ances-
tors it had been forfeited on the accession of Robert
Bruce. -This indenture was confirmed by Edward
III. on the 5th of October, 1336.

The accession to Baliol’s party of so great a man
as John of the Isles did not, however, prevent the
recovery of Scotland, for the regents succeeded
eventually in entirely freeing the country from En-
glish dominion, and were enabled in 1341 to send
for David 1I. from France to commence his per-
sonal reign over his native kingdom, although the
lord of the Isles himself was too powerful to suffer
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by that revolution. On the return of David II. to
his country, he found it of the utmost importance to
attach as many of the Scottish barons to his party
as possible, and succeeded in concluding a treaty
with John of the Isles, who now for the first time
found himself not in opposition to the king. But
a circumstance soon after occurred very much to
increase John’s power, and to concentrate in his
person nearly the whole of the possessions of his
ancestor, Somerled. This circumstance was the
slaughter of Ranald of the Isles by the earl of
Ross at Perth in the year 1346, by which John of
the Isles, who had married his sister Amy, became
entitled to the succession, to which he immediately
laid claim. Although John was not at this time
in opposition to David II, yet the government,
notwithstanding the advantage it would derive from
the support of so powerful an Highland chief as
the Island lord, was well aware of the danger of
thus allowing the extensive territories and great
power of the Siol Cuinn, which had shaken the
stability of the crown under Somerled, to become
again united in the person of John, and it was de-
termined to throw every obstacle in his way. Jobn’s
request was consequently refused, and the govern-
ment seems to have taken advantage of the death
of Amy as an excuse for refusing a title to their
lands; and even to have asserted that the marriage
upon which it was founded had been irregular, and
could not therefore be recognized.
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English interest, the Island lord was naturally
found among them, and was thus induced to enter
into treaty with the king of England. On the
return of David, however, the situation of parties
became materially altered; the King of Scotland
now ranked as Edward of England’s staunchest ad-
herent, and secretly seconded all his endeavours to
overturn the independence of Scotland, while the
party which had throughout supported the throne of
Scotland and the cause of independence were in con-
sequence thrown into active opposition to the crown.
The natural consequence of this change was that the
lord of the Isles left the party to which he had so
long adhered, as soon as it became identified with
the royal faction, and was thus forced into connexion
with those with whom he had been for so many
years at enmity.

The Steward of Scotland, who was at the head of
this party, was of course desirous of strengthening
himself by means of alliances with the most power-
ful barons of the country, and he therefore received
the accession of so important a person with avidity,
and cemented their union by procuring the mar-
riage of the lord of the Isles with his own daugh-
ter. John now adhered stedfastly to the party of the
steward, and took an active share in all its proceed-
ings, along with the other barons by whom they
were joined, but without any open manifestation of
. force, until the year 1366, when the country was in
a state of irritation from the heavy burdens imposed
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France soon after requiring the undivided attention
of the English king, he was obliged to come to terms
with the Scots, and a peace having been concluded
between the two countries on the most favourable
terms for the latter, the Scottish government was left
at liberty to turn its attention wholly towards re-
ducing the Isles to obedience. In order to accom-
plish this, David II1., well aware of the cause of the
rebellion of the Isles, and of the danger of per-
mitting matters to remain in their present position,
at length determined, and that with a degree of
energy which his character had given little reason to
expect, in person to proceed against the rebels, and
for this purpose commanded the attendance of the
steward with the barons of the realm. But the
steward, now perceiving that the continuance of the
rebellion of the Isles would prove fatal to his party,
by the great influence which he possessed over his
son-in-law, succeeded in persuading him to meet the
king at Inverness and to submit himself to his au-
thority, and the result of this meeting was a treaty
entered into between “ Johannes de Yla, dominus
insularum” on the one hand, and  David, Dei
gratia rex Scotorum” on the other, in which John
not only engaged to submit to the royal authority and
to take his share of all public burdens, but also to
put down all others who dared to raise themselves in
opposition to theregal authority. For the fulfilment of
this obligation the lord of the Isles not only gave
his own oath, but offered the high steward his
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lieving himself secure of the attachment of John
during his lifetime, king Robert determined, since
he could not prevent the accumulation in one family
of so much property, at lcast by bringing about its
division among its different branches, to sow the
seeds of future discord, and eventually perhaps of
the ruin of the race. He found little difficulty in
persuading John, in addition to the usual practice
in that family of gavelling the lands among the nu-
merous offspring, to render the children of the two
marriages feudally independent of each other, a fatal
measure, the consequences of which Jobn did not
apparently foresee; and accordingly, in the third
year of his reign, king Robert confirmed a charter
by Jobhn to Reginald, the second son of the first
marriage, of the lands of Garmoran, which John had
acquired by his marriage with Reginald’s mother, to
be held of John’s heirs, that is to say, of thede-
scendants of the eldest son of the first marriage, of
whom one had been given as an hostage in 1369,
and who would of course succeed to every part of
John’s possessions which were not feudally destined
to other quarters. Some years afterwards John re-
signed a great part of the western portion of his
territories, consisting principally of the lands of
Lochaber, Kintyre, and Knapdale, with the island
of Colonsay, into the king’s hands, and received from
him charters of these lands in favour of himself and
his heirs by the marriage with the king’s daughter;
thus rendering the children of the second marriage
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surviving son of the first marriage, possessed the
principal power on the mainland, as lord of
Garmoran and Lochaber, which he transmitted to
his son; and Donald, the eldest son of the se-
cond marriage, held a considerable extent of ter-
ritory of the crown, which was now first known
as the feudal lordship of the Isles, and which,
though not superior to, was independent of the
lordship of Garmoran and Lochaber. The rest of
the brethren received the usual provision allotted to
them by the law of gavel, and which was principally
held by them as vassals of one or other of the two
lords. But a circumstance soon after occurred which
had the effect of raising one of the brothers to a
station of power which he could not otherwise have
attained, and of adding to the already too extensive
possessions of the Macdonalds. This circumstance
was the marriage of Donald, the eldest son of the
second marriage of Jobn, lord of the Isles, with
Mary, sister of Alexander, earl of Ross. Alexander,
earl of Ross, had an only daughter, Euphemia, by
the daughter of the duke of Albany, whom he had
married. Upon the death of Alexander, Euphemia
became a nun, and committed the government of her
earldom to the governor. Donald saw that if the
governor was permitted in this manner to retain the
actual possession of the earldom, although his right
to the succession was undeniable, he would be un-
able to recover his inheritance from the grasp of so
crafty and ambitious a nobleman. He accordingly
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proceeded to exert himself to obtain possession of
the earldom, contending that Euphemia, by taking
the veil, had become, in a legal point of view,
dead; and that the earldom belonged to him in
right of his wife, and accordingly he demanded to
be put in possession of it. This demand was of
course repelled by the governor, whose principal
object appears to have been to prevent the accession
of so extensive a district to the territories of the lord
of the Isles, already-too powerful for the security of
the government, and whose conduct was more ac-
tuated by principles of expediency than of justice.
Donald had no sooner received this unfavourable an-
swer to his demand, than he determined to assert
his claim by arms, since he could not obtain it from
the justice of the government. And in consequence
of this determination, he raised all the forces which
he could command, to the amount of ten thousand
men, with whom he suddenly invaded the earldom
of Ross. From the inhabitants of Ross he appears
to have met with no resistance, so that he speedily
obtained possession of the district ; but on his arrival
at Dingwall, he was encountered by Angus Dow
Mackay, at the head of a large body of men from
Sutherland, and, after a fierce attack, the Mackays
were completely routed, and their leader taken pri-
soner. '

Donald was now in complete possession of the
earldom, but his subsequent proceedings shewed
that the nominal object of his expedition was but
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Donald agreed to give up his claim to the earldom
of Ross, and to become a vassal of the Scottish
erown. .

It has generally been supposed that the resigna-
tion of the earldom of Ross by Euphame the Nun
in favour of her grandfather, was the sole cause of
this invasion ; but this is impossible, for the instru-
ment by which the earldom was resigned is dated
in 1415, just four years after the battle, and it seems
rather to have been an attempt on the part of Al-
bany to give a colour of justice to the retention of the
earldom, which he was enabled, by the result of
the battle, to carry into effect. There is no doubt
that a claim on the earldom was the ostensible
cause of the invasion ; but the readiness with which
that claim was given up when his subsequent in-
road upon the Lowlands was checked, (and he might
easily have retained possession of Ross, instead of -
retreating to the Isles,) besides the fact that in the
year 1408 there was a treaty between Donald and
the king of England, and that the war was no
sooner at an end than a truce was concluded with
England for six years,—very clearly indicate that
this invasion was but a part of a much more ex-
tensive and more important scheme for which the
claim of the earldom served but as a pretext; and
that upon the failure of the greater plan, that claim
was readily resigned.

During the rest of the regency of Albany, Donald
did not again disturb the peace of -the kingdom;
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ander of Garmoran, whose whole possessions were
in consequence forfeited to the crown, while the
rest, together with the lord of the Isles, were de-.
tained in captivity. By the success of this expe-
dient, the king concluded that he had effectually
reduced the Highland chiefs to obedience, and ac-
cordingly, after a short captivity, he set Alexander
of the Isles at liberty ; but the prospect of submis-
sion was only apparent, for no sooner was the lord
of the Isles free, than he flew to arms to obtain
revenge for the injurious treatment he had expe-
rienced, and appeared soon after before Inverness
with an army of 10,000 men, and rased to the
ground the town which had been the scene of his
surprise.

But James, from the great decision and activity of
his character, was fully equal to cope with the
Island lord, whose ancestors had been the terror of
preceding governments; and accordingly he no
sooner became aware of this invasion, than, with
an energy for which his adversary was little pre-
pared, he collected a feudal force, penetrated into
Lochaber with the utmost rapidity, and overtook
the Highland army before they had been able to
reach the shelter of the Isles. So completely were
the Highlanders surprised by this bold march, that
the lord of the Isles found himself deserted before
the battle by the clans Chattan and Cameron, who,
doubtful of the issue of an encounter, and fceling no
great cordiality for the cause of the earl of Ross, went
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_over to the royal army. The lord of the Isles, however,
-did not shun the attack, but, as might be expected
from the dispiriting effect of so great a desertion,
the result was the complete rout and dispersion of
the Highland army; and so close did the pursuit
of the Island lord at length become, that he found
it impossible to conceal himself, and after several
unsuccessful attempts to obtain a reconciliation with
the -king, he resolved to throw himself upon the
royal mercy, and to descend to-the most extraordi-
nary piece of humiliation which is recorded in his-
tory. It was upon the occasion of a solemn festival
held in the chapel of Holyrood that this proud chief,
whose father and grandfather had entered into trea-
ties and concluded peace as independent princes,
appeared before the assembled Scottish court, di-
vested of all his garments save his shirt and drawers
alone, and holding a naked sword in his hand, knelt
down at the feet of the monarch, and implored his
clemency. In some degree his supplication was
successful, for James granted him his life, but di-
rected him to be instantly imprisoned in Tantallon
castle.

James, however, had yet to learn that, from the
" peculiar nature of the system of clanship, the im-
prisonment of their chief did not in any way affect
the strength of the clan, or render them more amen-
able to the royal authority. On the contrary, he
was now to find that such a proceeding was more
likely to incite them to revenge. And accordingly
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rents by his prodigality, thought to deprive him of
all management and authority.” But, whatever was
the cause of this dissension, it appears that Angus
Og, who had been appointed by his father lieu-
tenant general in all his possessions, and who had
been the actual mover in all these insurrections,
took advantage of his station to deprive his father
of all authority whatever, and to become lord of the
Isles, and Angus Og was no sooner in a situation of
‘power than he determined to be revenged upon the
earl of Atholl, for the hostility which he had in-
variably manifested against the lord of the Isles,
and at the same time to declare himself independent ;
for this purpose, having collected a numerous army
in the Isles, he suddenly appeared before the castle
of Inverness, and having been admitted by the go-
vernor, who believed him faithful, he immediately
proclaimed himself king of the Hebrides. He then
invaded the district of Atholl, and arriving unex-
pectedly at Blair, he stormed the castle, seized the
earl and countess of Atholl, and carried them pri-
soners to Isla, where he confined them. But the
workings of superstition effected that which it would
have been found perhaps difficult by any other
means to obtain, for a storm of thunder and light-
ning having sunk the greater part of his galleys on
his return to the Isles with the rich booty he had
obtained, it was ascribed to the wrath of heaven, in
consequence of his having plundered and attempted
‘to burn the chapel of St. Bridget, in Atholl; and in
ES3
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the father and son and their respective followers,
which ended in the complete overthrow of the unfor-
tunate father, and the dispersion of his fleet. By
this victory, which will long be remembered in the
traditions of the country as the “ Battle of the
Bloody Bay,” Angus became completely established
in the possession of the power and extensive terri-
tories of his clan. John appears not long after this
to have become reconciled to his son, who easily re-
gained the entire ascendancy over him which he
had formerly possessed ; and, accordingly, it was
but five years after the date of his submission that
we once more find him throwing off his allegiance
to the throne, and engaging in a treaty with Ed-
ward IV., king of England, who was then preparing
to invade Scotland ; and from this period, during the
remainder of the reign of James IIl., the Isles ap-
pear to have continued in a state of open resistance
to .the authority of the government. But the acces-
sion of James IV., in 1494, made a material change
in this respect, for that energetic monarch, who in
many points of view bore a strong resemblance to
his ancestor the first James, took the most decided
and severe measures for reducing the country to a
state of peace, while the recent death of Angus Og
left John in no condition to defend himself from the
consequences of the rebellion into which he had
been led. In these measures James was accordingly
_successful ; it was in the sixth year of his reign that
he turned his attention particularly to the state of
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state which they had so long enjoyed, and from this
period may accordingly be dated the fall of that once
powerful clan; although, before the Macdonalds
finally resigned the contest, they appear to have
made three several attempts to place various of their
branches at the head of the whole tribe: but these
attempts proved equally unsuccessful, partly from
the prompt measures adopted by government, but
principally from the effects of their own internal dis-
sensions, as well as from the great opposition they
received from those clans formerly dependent on the
Macdonalds, but whose interest it had now become to
prevent the union of the tribe under one head as for-
merly. The first of these attempts took place shortly
after the death of John of the Isles, and was made
in favour of Donald Du, his grandson by his son,
Angus Og. The principal parties engaged in this
attempt was Alaster Macdonald, of Lochalsh, the
son of Celestin, who was a brother of John, lord of
the Isles, Torquil Macleod of Lewis, and Lauchlan
Maclane of Doward. To Maclane was intrusted the
person of Donald Du, and the task of keeping pos-
session of the Isles, while Alaster proceeded with
the greater part of the clan to Ross, with a view to
recover possession of that earldom. Here he was
not prepared to meet with opposition, but Mackenzie,
being well aware that the loss of his newly acquired
independence would follow Alaster’s success, and
although far inferior in strength, resolved to make a
desperate effort, in which he succeeded ; for, having
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operate with the land army, and the result of this
expedition shewed that the Island chiefs liad hither-
to owed their immunity to the inefficient state of the
Scottish navy ; and that the extraordinary advance
which had been made in that department now laid
them at the mercy of the government. Kerneburg
Castle, the last resort of the insurgents, was reduced
with the utmost facility. The Maclanes and Mac-
leods submitted, and Donald Du was taken
captive and imprisoned in the castle of
Inch Connel, where he was destined to remain for
forty years.

At no period, however, did the Highlanders ex-
hibit more of the extraordinary perseverauce with
which they support a falling cause; for although the
person whom they regarded as the legitimate heir of
the Isles was in hopeless captivity, they made an at-
tempt to place his nearest relation and presumptive
heir in possession of the Isles; and accordingly it
was not many years after the failure of their former
insurrection, that Donald Galda, the son of that
Alaster who had been the principal mover in the
former rebellion, having just attained the age of ma-
jority, raised another insurrection in the Isles, in
order to assert what he considered his just claim to
the lordship of the Isles ; but this attempt, although
supported by a greater proportion of the chiefs,
proved equally unsuccessful with the last. It ap-
pears that Donald Galda had no sooner de-
clared his intention of attempting to regain

A.D. 1501

A.D. 1518.
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the Isles, than he was joined by the powerful clan of
the Macleods. He also reconciled himself with the
Macconnells of Kintyre, and with this great accession
of power he succeeded in obtaining possession of the
Isles, and was immediately declared lord of the Isles;
but he did not long enjoy his dignity, as he died a
few weeks afterwards, and the only event of his short
reign was his revenging his father’s 'death upon the
Macians of Ardnamurchan, by the elaughter of their
chief and his soa. '
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which occasioned their being engaged in perpetual
feuds with their neighbours. They were the last of
the Highlanders who retained the system of preda-
tory warfare, in which at one time all were equally
engaged ; and as it is not long since they became
extinct, it may be said that they preserved the war-
like and high spirited character of the ancient High-
lander until it terminated with their own existence.
The Macdonalds of Sleat is the only branch which
has increased in power and station, and as their ele-
vation to the peerage by the title of Lord Macdonald
has placed them in the apparent situation of chief
of the race, it will not be improper to add a few re-
marks on the claims of the different branches to that
station.

While it is fully admitted that the family of Sleat
are the undoubted representatives of the last lord of
the Isles, yet if the descendants of Donald,from whom
the clan took its name, or even of John of the Isles
in the reign of David II., are to be held as forming
one clan, it is plain that, according to the Highland
principles of clanship, the jus sanguinis, or right of
blood to the chiefship lay unquestionably in the
male representative of John, whose own right was
undoubted. John of the Isles had, by Amy, the
daughter of Roderick of the Isles, three sons,
John, Godfrey, and Ranald, of whom the last only
left descendants, and from whom the clan Ranald un-
questionably derive their origin. By the daughter
of Robert I1., John had four sons, Donald, lord of the
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Isles, from whom came the Macdonalds of Sleat;
John Mor, from whom the Macconells of Kyntyre;
Alaster, the progenitor of Keppoch ; and Angus.

In this question, therefore, there are involved two
subordinate questions which have given rise to con-
siderable disputes.—First, was Amy, the daughter of
Roderic of the Isles, John’s legitimate wife, and
were the sons of that marriage John’s legitimate
heirs? And secondly, if the sons of the first mar-
riage are legitimate, who is chief of the clan Ranald,
the only clan descended from that marriage? With
regard to the first point, there are two documents
which place it beyond all doubt that Amy was John’s
lawful wife. The first of these is a dispensation
from the Pope in 1337 to John, son of Angus of the
Isles, and Amie, daughter of Roderic of the Isles.
The second is the treaty between John and David II.
in 1369, in which the hostages are  Donaldum
filium meum ex filia domini senescali Scotiee genitum
Angusium filium quondam Johannis filii mei et Do-
naldum quemdam alium filium meum naturalem.”
Jobn had by Amy three sons, John, Godfrey, and
Ranald, and the distinction made in the above pas-
sage between Jokn “ filius meus,” and Donald filius
meus naturalis, proves that this family were legiti-
mate. But it is equally clear that the children of
this marriage were considered as John’s feudal heirs.
When Robert II., in pursuance of the policy which
he had adopted, persuaded John to make the children
of the two marriages feudally independent of each

VOL. II. F



98 THE HIGHLAND CLANS. [PART 11

other, it was effected in this manner. John received
~ charters of certain of his lands containing a special
destination to the heir of the marriage with the king’s
daughter, whilehe granted a charter of another portion
of his lands, consisting of the lordship of Garmoran,
part of Lochaber, and some of the Isles, among
which was that of Uist, to Reginald, one of the chil-
dren of the first marriage, to be held of John’s lawful
heirs, and this charter was confirmed by the king.
That a special destination was necessary to convey
part of John’s possessions to the children of the
second marriage is in itself a strong presumption that
they were not his feudal heirs, and from the terms
of Reginald’s charter it is manifest that he must,
on John’s death, have held his lands of the person
universally acknowledged to be the feudal heir of the
lord of the Isles. This person, however, was his
brother Godfrey, the eldest surviving son of the first
marriage, for in a charter to the Abbey of Inchaffray,
dated 7th July, 1389, he designates himself “Dominus
de Uist,” and dates his charter “ Apud Castrum
meum de Ylantirum,” both of which are included
in Reginald’s charter. Moreover it appears that he
was succeeded in this by his son Alexander, for
when James II. summoned a parliament at In-
verness, to which those only who held their lands in
chief of the crown, were bound to attend, and when,
from the state of the country at the time, it is appa-
rent that no one would appear who could on any
ground excuse his absence, we find among those
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who obeyed the summons, Alexander Macreury de
Garmoran. Macreury and Macgorry, or son of God-
frey, are convertible expressions, and the attendance
of this chief in parliament proves that the sons of
Godfrey held the lordship of Garmoran in chief of
the crown. We find, however, that the rest of Regi-
nald’s lands were equally held of this Alexander,
for Reginald’s charter included a considerable part
of Lochaber, and in the year 1894 an indenture
was entered into between the Earl of Moray and
Alexander de Insulis dominus de Lochaber for the
protection of certain lands in Morayshire. We thus
see that when it was intended that the eldest son of
the second marriage should hold his lands of the
crown a special destination to him was requisite,
that a charter of certain lands was given to Reginald
to be held of John’s feudal heirs, and that these very
lands were held in chief of the crown by Godfrey, the
eldest surviving son of the first marriage, and by his
son Alexander. Itis, therefore, plain, that the actual
effect of Robert the Second’s policy was to divide the
possessions of his formidable vassals into two dis-
tinct and independent feudal lordships, of which the
Dominium de Garmoran et Lochaber was held by the
eldest son of the first marriage, and the Dominium
Insularum by the eldest son of the second marriage ;
and in this state they certainly remained until the
fatal parliament of 1427, when the lord of Garmoran
was beheaded and his estates forfeited to the crown.

The policy of James I. induced him then to re-

F 2
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verse the proceedings of his predecessor Robert, and
he accordingly concentrated the Macdonald posses-
sions in the person of the lord of the Isles, but this ar-
bitrary proceeding could not deprive the descendants
of the first marriage of the feudal representation of the
chiefs of the clan Donald, which now, on the failure of
the issue of Godfrey in the person of his son Alexan-
der, unquestionably devolved on the feudal represent-
ative of Reginald, the youngest son of that marriage.

Of the descent of the "clan Ranald, there is no
doubt whatever, nor has it ever been disputed, that
they derive their origin from this Reginald or Ranald,
a son of John lord of the Isles by Amy Mac Rory.
Ranald obtained, as we have seen, from his father the
lordship of Garmoran, which he held as vassal of his
brother Godfrey, and these were the same territories
which the clan Ranald possessed, as appears from the
parliamentary records in 1587, when mention is
made of the “ Clan Ranald of Knoydart, Moydart, and
Glengarry.” There has, however, arisen consider-
able doubt which of the various families descended
from Ranald anciently possessed the chiefship, and
without entering in this place into an argument of
any great length on the subject, we shall state shortly
the conclusions to which we have been led after a
rigid examination of that question.

That the present family styling themselves * of
Clanranald” were not the ancient chiefs there can
be no doubt, as it is now a matter of evidence that
they are descended from a dastard son of a second
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son of the old family of Moydart, who assumed the
title of captain of Clanranald in 1531, and aslong as
the descendants of the elder brother remain they
can have no claim by right of blood. The point we
are to examine is, who was the chief previous to
that assumption ?

Ranald had five sons, of whom three only left
issue, viz. Donald, from whom descended the family
of Knoydart and Glengarry, -Allan, the ancestor of
the family of Moydart, and Angus, from whom came
the family of Moror. That the descendants of Angus
were the youngest branch, and could have no claim
to the chiefship, has never been disputed, and the
question accordingly lies between the descendants of
Donald and of Allan. The seniority of Donald, how-
ever, is distinctly proved by the fact, that on the ex-
tinction of the family of Moror, the family of Moydart
succeeded legally to that property; consequently
by the law of Scotland they must have been de-
scended from a younger son than the family of Knoy
dart and Glengarry, and it follows of necessity that
the latter family must have been that of the chief.
Independently, however, of this argument, derived
from the history. of their properties, the same fact is
evinced by the constant appearance of the latter fa-
mily at the head of the clan previous to the usurpa-
tion of the family of Moydart; thus when after
Alexander, the lord of Garmoran, had been beheaded
in 1427, and the lord of the Isles was soon after im-
prisoned, the whole clan rose in arms and revenged
the death and imprisonment of their chiefs by the
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defeat of the king’s army at Inverlochy in 1438, they
were commanded by Donald the son of Ranald, for
the oldest authorities term the Donald Balloch who
led the clan on this occasion, the son of Alexander’s
uncle. The only other Donald who stood in this re-
lation to Alexander was the son of John Mor, of
Isla; but the same authorities state that the Donald
Balloch of Inverlochy was betrayed and slain but a
very few years afterwards, while the Donald the son
of John Mor was unquestionably alive in 1462. The
Donald Balloch of Inverlochy must, therefore, have
been Donald the son of Ranald, and unless he was
the chief of the clan Ranald it is difficult to suppose
that he would have been placed in command of the
whole clan, while the natural inference from the
transaction is, that the clan turned themselves
to Donald as the person who had the best right
to lead them. Donald had three sons, John, Alas-
ter, and Angus’. On the forfeiture of Alexander
Mac Gorry of Garmoran in 1427, that part of Locha-
ber possessed by him was granted to the Earl of Marr,
while all those lands held of him by the clan Ranald
remained in the crown, and consequently the chief of
clan Ranald must have held them as crown vassal®,

1 MS. of 1450.

2 Not only did the chief of clan Ranald hold these lands of
the crown, as he had previously held them of Alexander Mac
Gorry, but it actually appears that the Lord of the Isles was
his vassal in some of them, for Alexander, Lord of the Isles,
grants a charter to the ancestor of the Macneills, dated in 1427,
of the island of Barra, and of the lands of Boysdale in the
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Accordingly we find John, the eldest son of Donald,
holding hislands of the crown as appears from a gift
of the nonentries of Knoydart to Cameron since the
decease of Umq" John Mac Ranald’, and this suf-
ficiently indicates his position at the head of the clan,
as, if he had not been chief, he would have held his
lands of the Moydart family. John appears by
another charter to have died in 1467, and in 1476
the lands of Garmoran were included in a crown
charter to John, lord of the Isles. The lords of the
Isles had invariably manifested the most inveterate
hostility to the rival family of Garmoran and their
supporters. On the acquisition of Lochaber by
Alexander, lord of the Isles, afier his release from pri-
son, this animosity displayed itself in the proscription
of the Macdonalds of Keppoch, Macmartins of
Letterfinlay, and others who were always faithful
adherents of the patriarchal chief of the clan. The
same animosity was now directed against the chief of
clan Ranald ; his lands of Knoydart appear to have
been given to Lochiel, the lands of Southmoror,
Arisaig, and many of the isles, were bestowed on
Hugh of Slait, the brother of the lord of the Isles,

island of Uist, both of which islands are included in Reginald’s
charter, and one of which was, as we have seen, certainly held
in chief of the crown by the heir of the first marriage.

1 That this John Mac Ranald was John, the eldest son of
Donald, appears from two facts; first, his lands adjoin those of
Alaster, the second son, and are separated by them from those
of the other branches of the clan. Second, on the failure of his
descendants the descendants of Alaster succeeded to them.
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and in this way the principal branch of the clan Ra-
nald was reduced to a state of depression from which
it did not soon recover. To this proscription
there was but one exception, viz. the family of Moy-
dart, who alone retained their possessions, and in
consequence, on the forfeiture of the lords of the Isles,
they did not hesitate to avail themselves of their
situation, and place themselves at the head of the
clan, a proceeding to which the representative of the
ancient chiefs was not in a situation to offer any re-
sistance. This was principally effected by John,
surnamed Mudortach, a bastard son of the brother of
the laird of Moydort; but the character of the usurp-
ation is sufficiently marked by the title of captain
of clan Ranald, which alone he assumed, and which
his descendants retained until the latter part of the
last century, when the Highland title of captain of
clan Ranald was most improperly converted into
the feudal one of Macdonald of clan Ranald. At
the forfeiture of the lords of the Isles, the family of
Kuoydart and Glengarry consisted of two branches
termed respectively “of Knoydart” and * of Glen-
garry,” of which the former was the semior; and
while the senior branch never recovered from the de-
pressed state to which they had been reduced, the
latter obtained a great accession of territory, and rose
at once to considerable power by a fortunate mar-
riage with the heiress of the Macdonalds of Lochalsh.
During the existence of the senior branch, the latter
acknowledged its head as their chief, but on their ex-
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tinction, which occwrred soon after the usurpation
by the family of Moydart, the Glengarry branch
succeeded to their possessions, and as represent-
ing Donald, the eldest son of Ranald, the founder
of the clan, loudly asserted their right to the chief-
ship, which they have ever since maintained.

As the Moydart fahﬂy were unwilling to resign
the position which they had acquired, this produced
a division of the clan into two factions, but the right
of the descendants of Donald is strongly evinced by
the above fact of the junior branch acknowledging a
chief during the existence of the senior, and only
maintaining their right to that station on its extinc-
tion, and by the acknowledgment of the chiefship of
the Glengarry family constantly made by the Mac-
donalds of Keppoch and other branches of the clan,
who had invariably followed the patriarchal chiefs in
preference to the rival family of the lords of the Isles.

These few facts, which are necessarily given but
very concisely, are however sufficient to warrant us
in concluding, that Donald, the progenitor of the
family of Glengarry, was Ranald’s eldest son; that
from John, Donald’s eldest son, proceeded the senior
branch of this family, who were chiefs of clan
Ranald; that they were from circumstances, but
principally in consequence of the grant of Garmoran
to the lord of the Isles, so completely reduced, that
the oldest cadet, as usual in such cases, obtained
the actual chiefship, with the title of captain, while
on the extinction of this branch, in the beginning of

F3
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the seventeenth century, the family of Glengarry,
descended from Alaster, Donald’s second son, became
the legal representatives of Ranald, the common an-
cestor of the clan, and consequently possessed that
right of blood to the chiefship of which no usurpation,
however successful, could deprive them. The family
of Glengarry have since then not only claimed the
chiefship of the clan Ranald, but likewise that of the
whole clan Donald, as undoubted representative of
Donald, the common ancestor of the clan; and when
the services rendered by the family to the house of
Stuart were rewarded by a peerage from Charles 1I.,
Glengarry indicated his rights by assuming the title
of Lord Macdonell and Arross, which, on the failure
of male heirs of his body, did not descend to his
successors, although his lands formed in consequence
the barony of Macdonell.
Arms.

Quarterly.—First. Or, a lion rampant, azure, armed and lan-
gued, gules. Second. A dexter hand coupee, holding a cross
crosslet, fitchie sable. Third. Or, a ship with her sails furled,

salterwise, sable. Fourth. A salmon naiant, proper, with a
chief waved argent.
Badge.
Heath.
Principal Seat.
Isla.
Oldest Cadet.
Mac Alaster of Loup, now Somerville Macalister of Kennox.
Chief.
The Ranaldson Macdonells, of Macdonell and Glengarry,
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are the unquestionable male representatives of the founder of
the clan, and therefore possess the right of blood to the chief-
ship.
Force.
In 1427 the Macdonells of Garmoran and Lochaber mustered
2000 men. In 1715, the whole clan, 2820. In 1745, 2350.

CLAN DUGALL.

The Macdogalls have, in general, been derived
from Dogall, the eldest son of Somerled, and it
has been hitherto assumed, that Alexander de Er-
gadia, who first appears in 1284, and who was the
undoubted ancestor of the clan, was the son of Ewen
de Ergadia, or king Ewen, who appears so promi-
nently at the period of the cession of the Isles. But
this derivation, to which the resemblance of name
has probably given rise, is unquestionably erroneous,
for independently of the fact that there is strong evi-
dence for King Ewen having died without male
issue, it is expressly contradicted by the manuscript
of 1450, in two several places. That invaluable
record of Highland genealogies says expressly, that
from Ranald sprung the clan Rory, clan Donald,
and clan Dogall; and that this was no mere mis-
.take, but the real opinion of the author is evident,
for in another place he gives the genealogy of the
Macdogalls of Dunolly from Dugall the son of
Ranald. This, however, is confirmed by the chartu-
lary of Cupar, for the manuscript makes Alexander
de Ergadia, the son of Duncan, son of Dugall, son
of Reginald; and in that chartulary Duncanus de
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Lornyn witnesses a charter of the earl of Atholl of
the lands of Dunfallandy, dated certainly between
1258 and 1270, while during that period Ewen was
in possession of the lands of his branch of the
family. These facts seem to leave little room to
doubt that this clan were in reality descended from
Ranald the son of Somerled, and that their ancestor
Dugall was the brother of Donald, the founder of
the clan Donald.

The first appearance of this family is at the con-
vention of 1284, where we find the name of Alex-
ander de Ergadia, and his attendance on this occa-
sion was probably procured by a crown charter of
his lands ; but from this period we lose sight of him
until the reign of Robert the Bruce, when the oppo-
sition of Alexander de Ergadia, lord of Lorn, and
his son John to the succession of that king, has
made his name familiar in Scottish history. Alaster
having married the third daughter of John, called
the Red Comyn, who was slain by Bruce in the
Dominican church at Dumfries, became, from that
circumstance, the mortal enemy of that prince, and
on more than one occasion, was the means of re-
ducing him to great straits, in the early period of his.
reign. After his defeat at Methven, in June 19, 1306,
Bruce retreated to the mountainous part of Braidal-
bane, and approached the borders of Argyllshire,
where, with his followers, who did not amount to
three hundred men, he was encountered by Lorn
with about a thousand of his followers, and repulsed
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after a very severe engagement. The Bruce with
difficulty escaped, and the greatness of his danger
is attested by the fact, that upon one occasion he
was only able to extricate himself from the followers
. of Lorn, by unclasping his mantle ; and the brooch,
which is said to have been lost by him during the
struggle, is still preserved as a remarkable relic in
the family of Macdogall of Dunolly.

The place where this battle was fought is still
called Dalry, or the King’s Field. On another
occasion, when he had been obliged to hide from
his enemies, he was tracked for a long distance by
John of Lorn and his party, by aid of a blood-
hound, and only escaped by the exertion of almost
incredible personal courage and activity. It is not
to be wondered at, therefore, that when Bruce had
finally established himself firmly on the throne of
Scotland, that one of his first objects should be
directed towards crushing his old enemies the Mac-
dogalls, and revenging the many injuries he had
received from them.

Accordingly, he marched into Argyllshire for the
purpose of laying that country waste and taking
possession of Lorn, and found John of Lorn, with
his followers, posted in the formidable and nearly
inaccessible pass, which intervenes between the
mountain of Ben Cruachan and Loch Awe. But
the military skill of Bruce was able to overcome
even the natural difficulties of the country, for he
dispatched a party to scale the mountain, and gain
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the heights, while attacking the enemy in front, he
speedily changed their resistance into precipitate
flight—the difficulty of the pass, which had been of
advantage to them in the attack, now proved their
ruin when in flight, and accordingly, being unable
to effect their escape, they were totally routed, and
that with great slaughter. Upon this event Bruce
laid waste Argyllshire, and besieged the castle of
Dunstafnage, which he compelled to surrender. Alas-
ter, of Lorn, hopeless of successfully continuing his
opposition, submitted to the victorious king, while
his son John, who could not expect to be admitted
to any terms, fled to England. The greater part of
their territories were forfeited by the king, and
given to Angus of Isla, who throughout had been
one of his main supports, while Alaster was allowed
to retain the district of Lorn. At this time the king
of England was making preparations for that great
expedition into Scotland, which resulted in the battle
of Bannockburn, and on the arrival of John of Lorn
as a fugitive, he appointed him admiral of the fleet,
and dispatched him to Scotland, to co-operate with
the land army. The battle of Bannockburn soon
after confirmed Bruce in the secure possession of the
crown, and he was no sooner relieved from the
apprehension of any farther attempt on the part of the
king of England to regain possession of Scotland,
than he determined to drive the lord of Lorn out of
the Isles, where he had arrived with his fleet. For
this purpose, when he had accompanied his brother
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Edward in his expedition to Ireland, he turned his
course towards the Isles, and having arrived at
Tarbet, he is said to have caused his galleys to be
dragged over the isthmus which unites Kintyre and
Knapdale.

¢¢ And quhen thai, that in the Ilis war,
Hard tell how the gud king had thar
Gert hys schippis with saillis ga
Owt our betuix (the) Tarbart (is) twa,
Thai war abaysit sa wtrely
For thai wyst, throw auld prophecy,
That he that suld ger schippis sua
Betuix thai seis with saillis ga,
Suld wyne the Ilis sua till hand
That nane with strength suld him withstand,
Tharfor thai come all to the king,
Wes nane withstud his bidding,
Owtakyn Ihone of Lorne allayne,
But weill sun eftre was he tayne
And present right to the king.” !

The result of this expedition was the complete
dispersion of the English fleet and the seizure of
John of Lorn, who was imprisoned in Dumbarton,
and afterwards in Lochleven, where he remained
during the rest of Robert Bruce’s reign. The
death of Robert Bruce seems to have procured for
John of Lorn his liberty, and as his marriage with a
relation of the Comyn had caused the forfeiture of
his possessions, so he was now to recover his former

1 Barbour.
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station by a more politic connexion with the royal
family. He appears to have married a grand-daugh-
ter of Robert Bruce, early in the reign of his succes-
sor, David II., and was in consequence not only
restored to his possessions, but even obtained a grant
of the additional property of Glenlion. These ex-
tensive territories were not, however, doomed to re-
main long in the family, for on the death of Ewen,
the last lord of Lorn, they passed into the family of
Stewart of Innermeath ; John Stewart of Innermeath
and his brother Robert having married his two
daughters and coheiresses, and by an arrangement
between the brothers, the descendants of John Stew-
art acquired the whole of the Lorn possessions, with
the exception of the Castle of Dunolly and its de-
pendencies, situated in the heart of their lordship,
which remained to the next branch of the family.
Thus terminated the power of this branch of the
descendants of Somerled, who at one time rivalled
the other branches in their power and the extent of
their territories. The chieftainship of the clan now
descended to the family of Dunolly, who were de-
scended from Allan, the son of John of Lorn, and
brother of Ewen, the last lord, and who still survive
the decay of their ancient grandeur. This family
continued to enjoy the small portion of their ancient
estates which remained to them until the year 1713,
“when the representative incurred the penalty of
forfeiture for his accession to the insurrection of that
period, thus losing the remains of his inheritance to
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replace upon the throne the descendants of those
princes whose accession his ancestors had opposed
at the expense of their feudal grandeur.” But the
estate was restored to the family in 1745, in conse-
quence of their having taken no part in the attempt
of that year.

Arms.

Quarterly. First and fourth. In a field azure, a lion ramp-
ant, argent, for Macdogall. Second and third. Or, a lym-
phad sable, with flame of fire issuing out of the topmast, pro-
per, for Lorn.

Badge,
Cypress.
Principal Seat.
Lorn.

Oldest Cadet.
Macdogall of Raray.
Chief.
Macdogall of Dunolly.
Force,

In 1745, 200.

SIOL GILLEVRAY.

Besides the Macdonalds and the Macdogalls, the
MS. of 1450 deduces various others of the Argyll-
shire clans from the same race. According to that
ancient document, a certain Gillebride rig eilan, or
king of the Isles, lived in the twelfth century, and
was descended from a brother of Suibne, the ancestor
of the Macdonalds slain in 1084 ; and from Anradan,
or Henry, the son of Gillebride, the same authority
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deduces the Macneills, Maclachlans, Macewens, and
Maclaisrichs. That the genealogy by which this
Gillebride is brought from an ancestor of the Mac-
donells, in the beginning of the eleventh century, is
authentic, is perhaps more than we are entitled to
assert; but the existence of a traditionary affinity
between these clans and the race of Somerled at so
early a period, sufficiently proves that they were of
the same race. Gillebride, probably, merely pos-
sessed the Norwegian title of a Sudreya Konungr,
or Hebridean king, which was bestowed on the prin-
cipal Island chiefs; and the seat of his race appears
to have been Lochaber, as the different clans de-
scended from him can in general be traced- from
thence, and his immediate ancestor is termed
“ Abrice,” or of Lochaber. I have ventured to call
this tribe the Siol Gillebride, or Gillevray, as I find
an old Sennachy of the Macdonalds stating that in
the time of Somerled, “the principal surnames in
the country (Morvern, Ardgour, and Lochaber) were
Mac Innes and Mac Gillevrays, who were the same as
the Mac Innes.” It appears from this passage, that
the oldest inhabitants of these districts consisted of
two clans, the Mac Gillevrays and the Mac Innes, who
were of the same race ; and as there is a very old
traditionary connexion between the clan A Mhaisdir,
or Mac Innes of Ardgour, and several of the clans
descended from Anradan Mac Gillebride, it seems to
establish the identity of this tribe with the old Mac
Gillevrays of Morvern. The various branches of this
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an ancient manuscript genealogy of the Campbells,
which adds, he was owner of a great castle Swen
in Knapdale, and was Thane of Glassrie and Knap-
dale. The next notice of the Macneills is a charter
by Alexander, lord of the Isles, dated in 1427, to
Gilleonan Roderici Murchardi Makneill, of the
Island of Barra, and the lands of Boysdale, in Uist, to
him and the longest liver of his brothers procreated
between Roderic Makneill and the daughter of Fer-
quhard Mac Gilleon, and failing them to the heirs
whomsoever of the said Roderic.

But Barra was not at this time chief of the clan,
as we shall afterwards sce. In 1472 we find Hector
Mactorquill Macneill, keeper of Castle Swen, wit-
nessing a charter of Celestine, lord of Lochalsh ; and
from his office of heritable keeper of Castle Swen,
which together with Knapdale had been again
wrested from his ancestors by Robert Bruce, and
granted to John of the lsles by Robert II., there
seems little doubt that he must have been chief of
the clan. Six years after this the family of Geya
first make their appearance in the person of Malcolm
Macneill of Gigha, who in 1478 witnesses a charter
of John, lord of the Isles.

From this period the clan remained divided into
these two families of Gigha and Barra, and exhibits
the somewhat remarkable feature of part of their
possessions being completely separated off and lying
at a very great distance from therest; and as both
these properties appear in the possession of the clan
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at a very early period, it is difficult to say how one
part of the clan came to be so detached from the rest.
This circumstance, however, has afforded grounds
for a dispute between the Macneills of Barra and the
Macneills of Taynish, or Gigha, with regard to the
chiefship, a circumstance which can be easily ac-
counted for when we recollect that the remoteness
of the itwo possessions must have superseded all
dependence or connexion between their occupiers,
and that a long period of independence would na-
turally lead each of them to claim the chiefship of
the whole. As late as the middle of the sixteenth
century, it is certain that neither of these families
were in possession of the chiefship, for in the Regis-
ter of the Privy Seal there appears in that year a
letter “to Torkill Macneill, chief and principal of
the clan and surname of Macnelis;” and it is un-
questionable that this Torkill was neither Gigha nor
Barra, for at this date Macneill of Gigha’s name was
Neill Macnele, and that of Barra, Gilleownan Mac-
neill.  As this Torkill is not designated by any pro-
perty, it is probable that the chiefs of the Macneills
possessed the hereditary office of keeper of Castle
Swen, in which capacity the first chief of the clan
appears. After this period we cannot trace any chief
of the clan distinct from the families of Barra and
Gigha, and it is probable the family of the hereditary
keepers of Castle Swen became extinct in the per-
son of Torkill, and that his heiress carried his pos-
sessions to the Macmillans, whom we find soon after
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in possession of Castle Swen, with a considerable
tract of the surrounding country. Tradition unques-
tionably points to Barra as now chief of the clan, and
in this family the right to the chiefship probably
exists, although the extreme distance of his posses-
sions, which he appears from the first charter of
Baira to have obtained in consequence of a marriage
with an heiress of the Macleans from the rest, led
many of them to follow the Macneills of Gigha, and
made the latter family almost independent.

Arms.

Quarterly. First. Azure, a lion rampant argent. Second.
Or, a hand coupee, fess-ways, gules, holding a cross, crosslet,
fitchee, in pale azure. Third. Or, a lymphad sable. Fourth.
Parted per fess, argent and vert, to represent the sea, out of
which issueth a rock, gules.

Badge.

Sea Ware.
Principal Seat.
Knapdale, afterwards Barra.
Oldest Cadet.
Macneill of Gigha.
Chief.

Macneill of Barra.

CLAN LACHLAN.

The Maclachlans are traced, by the manuscript of
1450, to Gilchrist, the son of Dedaalan, who was son
of that Anradan from whom all the clans of this tribe
are descended, and besides the high authority which
this genealogy derives from the circumstance that there
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is every reason to think that the author of the manu-
script was a Maclachlan, it is farther confirmed by the
fact that at the period at which the manuscript men-
tions a Gillepadrig Mac Gilchrist as one of the chiefs
of the clan, we find in the Paisley chartulary, a
charter by “Laumanus filins Malcolmi,” the an-
cestor of the Lamonts, witnessed by Gillpatrick
filius Gillchrist. Universal tradition asserts that
they acquired these lands in Cowall, by marriage
with an heiress of the Lamonds, and the manuscript
apparently indicates the same fact, for it states that
this Gilchrist married the daughter of Lachlan Mac
Rory, while Lachlan Mac Rory is exactly cotem-
porary with Angus Mac Rory, lord of Cowall, chief
of the Lamonds. Their original seat appears to have
been in Lochaber, where a very old branch of the
family has from the earliest period been settled as
native men of the Camerons. But as this clan soon
after their acquisitions in Cowall became dependent
upon the Campbells, we are unable to furnish any
history of the subsequent generations. Although the
Maclachlans were thus reduced by the Campbells
to a species of dependence, they still remained a
clan of considerable strength, and for a long period
do not appear to have been subject to any great
change in their condition: in the year 1745 their
strength was estimated at three hundred men.
Arms.

Quarterly. First. Or, a lion rampant gules. Second. Ar-
gent, a hand coupee fessways, holding a cross, crosslet, fitchee,
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gules. Third. Or, a galley, her oars in saltyre, sable, placed
in a sea proper. Fourth. Argent, in a base undee vert, a sal-
mon naiant, proper.

Badge.
Mountain ash,

Principal Seat.
Strathlachlane in Cowall.
Oldest Cadet.

Maclachlan of Coruanan, in Lochaber.
Chief.

Maclachlan of Maclachlan.
Force.

In 1745, 300.

CLAN EWEN.

The Reverend Mr. Alexander Macfarlane, in his
excellent account of the parish of Killfinnan, says,
““ on a rocky point on the coast of Lochfine, about a
mile below the church, is to be seen the vestige of a
building called Caesteal Mhic Eobhuin (i. e.) Mac
Ewen’s castle ;” and he adds, “ This Mac Ewen was
the chief of a clan, and proprietor of the northern
division of the parish called Otter.” The reverend
gentleman professes his inability to discover. who
this Mac Ewen was, but this omission is supplied by
the manuscript of 1450, which contains the gene-
alogy of the clan “ Eoghan na Hoitreic,” or clan
Ewen of Otter, and in which they are brought from
Anradan, the common ancestor of the Maclachlans
and Macneills.

This family became very soon extinct, and their
property gave a title to a branch of the Campbells,
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of their history consequently we know nothing what-
ever. '

SIOL EACHERN.

Under this name are comprised the Macdogall
Campbells of Craignish, and Lamonds of Lamond, "
both of whom are very old clans in Argyllshire, and
were, as we have reason to think, of the same race.

CLAN DUGALL CRAIGNISH.

The policy of the Argyll family led them to em-
ploy every means for the acquisition of property and
the extension of the clan. One of the arts which
they used for the latter purpose, was to compel those
clans which had become dependent upon them, to
adopt the name of Campbell, and this, when suc-
cessful, was generally followed at an after period by
the assertion that that clan was descended from the
house of Argyll. In general, the clans thus adopted
into the race of Campbell, are sufficiently marked
out by their being promoted only to the honour of
being .an illegitimate branch, but the tradition of the
country invariably distinguishes between the real
Campbells and those who were compelled to adopt
their name. Of this, the Campbells of Craignish
afford a remarkable instance ; they are said to be de-
scended from Dogall, an illegitimate son of one of
the ancestors of the Campbells in the twelfth cen-
tury, but the universal tradition of the country is
that their old name was Mac Eachern, and that they

VOL. II G
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brother of Campbell of Lochow in the reign of
David II. Certain it is that in that reign, Gil-
lespie Campbell obtained these lands on the for-
feiture of his brother Colin Campbell of Lochow,
and it is probable that from him the clan Dougall
Craignish acquired their right. The Lochow family
were afterwards restored from this forfeiture, and the
Craignish family were then obliged to hold their
lands of the Argyll family.

They remained for some time after this a power-
ful family, though unable eventually to resist that
influence which swept all the neighbouring clans
under the power of the Campbells, where they soon
became identified with the other clans which had
been compelled to assume the name of Campbell
and to give up their existence as a clan, to swell
the already overgrown size of that powerful race.

CLAN LAMOND.

There are few traditions more universally believed
in the Highlands, or which can be traced back to
an earlier period, than that the Lamonds were the
most ancient proprietors of Cowall, and that the
Stewarts, Maclachlans, and Campbells, obtained
their possessions in that district by marriage
with daughters of that family. At an early period,
we find that a small part of Upper Cowall was
included in the sheriffdom of Argyll, while the
rest of the district remained in the shire of Perth ; it
is plain, therefore, that the lord of Lower Cowall

G 2
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and John Lamond of that ilk, regarding the lands of
Kilfinan, in which it is expressly said, that these
lands had belonged to John Lamond’s ancestors.
From Laumanus the clan appear to have taken the
name of Maclaman or Lamond; and previous to
Laumanus they unquestionably bore the name of
Macerachar, and clan ic Earachar. The close con-
nexion of this clan with the clan Dougall Craignish
is marked out by the same circumstances which
have indicated the other branches of that tribe ; for
during the power of the Craignish family, a great
portion of the clan ic Earachar followed that family
as their natural chief, although they had no feudal
right to their services. There is one peculiarity con-
nected with the Lamonds, that although by no
means a powerful clan, their genealogy can be
proved by charters, at a time when most other
Highland families are obliged to have recourse to
the uncertain lights of tradition, and the genealogies
of their ancient sennachies; but their great anti-
quity could not protect the Lamonds from the en-
croachments of the Campbells, by whom they were
soon reduced to as small a portion of their original
possessions in Lower Cowall, as the other Argyll-
shire clans had been of theirs. As a clan, the La-
monds were of very much the same station as the
Maclachlans, and like them, they have still retained
a part of their ancient possessions.

Arms.
Azure, a lion rampant argent.
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Badge.
Crab-apple tree.
Principal Seat.
Lower Cowall.

Chicf.
Lamond of Lamond.
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CHAPTER V.
The Gallgael, continued.

ATHOLL.

THE district of Atholl unquestionably formed, from
the very earliest period, one of the principal posses-
sions of the powerful and extensive tribe of the
Gallgael: but it possesses peculiar claims to our
attention from the fact, that it is the earliest district
in Scotland which is mentioned in history, and that
it has, from a remote period, preserved its name and
its boundaries unaltered. Its principal interest,
however, arises from the strong presumption which
exists, that the family which gave a long line of
kings to the Scottish throne, from the eleventh to
the fourteenth century, took their origin from this
district, to which they can be traced before the mar-
riage of their ancestor with the daughter of Mal-
colm II. raised them to the throne of Scotland.
When Thorfinn, the earl of Orkney, conquered the
North of Scotland, the only part of the territory of the
Northern Picts which remained unsubjected to his
power was the district of Atholl and part of Argyll.
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we know reverted to the descendants of the original
proprietors, but the earldoms into which the rest of
the country was divided, can all be traced originally
in the possession of Malcolm Kenmore.

These earldoms, however, consisted of exactly the
country actually inhabited by the Scots, and the
earldom of Atholl possessed by the Northern PicCTs.
The establishment of Malcolm Kenmore, as king of
Scotland, would, in the circumstances, place the
Scottish districts at his disposal, and there is there-
fore the strongest presumption that Atholl was the
original possession of his race before they ascended
the throne. This is confirmed by the circumstance
that when the descendants of Duncan, the eldest
son of Malcolm Kenmore, were excluded from the
crown by his younger sons, they succeeded, never-
theless, as we shall afterwards see, to the earldom
of Atholl, and still more by the designation which
our earlier historians gave to Crinan, the founder of
this royal race. Fordun, in mentioning the marriage
of Crinan, abbot of Dunkeld, with Beatrice, daughter
of Malcolm II., the issue of which marriage was
Duncan, who succeeded his maternal grandfather,
and was murdered by Macbeth, styles Crinan “ 4b-
thanus de Dul ac seneschallus insularum.” With
regard to the first of these two titles, Pinkerton re-
marks, “ To support this nonsense, Fordun brings
more nonsense, and tells us abba is father, and tharnae
is respondence vel numerans, and the abthane was a

¢ 3
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Charter by David II. to John Drummond, of the
office of Baillierie, of the 4bthain of Dull,in Athol *;
and

Charter by the same king to Donald Macnayre,
terre de Ester Fossache, in Abthania de Dull, in vic
de Perth *

These notices establish the existence of Abthanes
and Abthainries in Scotland, and also of the particu-
lar Abthainry of Dull in Atholl. As it is very plain,
however, that Fordun neither knew what it meant,
nor of the existence of the Abthainrie of Dull, inde-
pendent of Crinan, it appears evident that he must
have drawn his information from some authentic do-
cument, for it is impossible to suppose that he would
invent a title which he could not explain, or if he
had been aware of the actual existence of the Ab-
thainrie of Dull in after times, that he would have
given the absurd explanation which he did. Crinan
is the first person who can be traced of that race
which gave so many kings to Scotland from Duncan
to Alexander III.; their origin is lost in obscurity,
and if, as we conclude, the titles given to Crinan by
Fordun are drawn from an authentic source, it be-
comes a matter of great interest and importance to
trace the origin and signification of the title of Ab-
thane generally, and of that of Abthane of Dull in
particular.

The title of Abthane is peculiar to Scotland, and

1 Robertson’s Index.
2 Ibid.
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Celtic inhabitants, and his party succeeded in expel-
ling the English whom Malcolm had introduced.
Donald was expelled by an English army composed
principally of Normans, who placed Duncan, Mal-
colm’s eldest son, generally considered a bastard, on
the throne, but finding he could not retain possession
of it without the concurrence of the Celtic party,
Duncan was forced to dismiss the English once
more—a measure which did not avail him, for he
was slain by his uncle, Donald Bane, and the expul-
sion of the English completed. Edgar, his brother,
now made the third attempt to introduce the English,
and succeeded, but he was in a very different situ-
ation from his father and his brother: they had been
placed on the throne by an English army composed
principally of Normans, who left them when they
had succeeded in their immediate object, but Edgar
was, through his mother, the heir of the Saxon mo-
narchy and the legitimate sovereign of all the Saxons,
a part of whom possessed the south of Scotland.
This is a fact which has not been attended to in
Scottish history, but it is a most important one; and
it is certain that Edgar entered Scotland at the head
of a purely Saxon army, and that during his reign
and that of his successor, Alexander 1., the constitu-
tion of Scotland was purely Saxen. The Norman
barons and Norman institutions were not introduced
till the accession of David I., who had previously
been to all intents and purposes a Norman baron,
and possessed through his wife an extensive Norman
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barony. Previous to his accession in 1124 there is
not a trace of Normanism, if I may be allowed the
expression, in Scotland, and we find no other titles
of honour than just the two denominations of Saxon
landholders, the eorl or earl, and the Thegn or Thane.
It is consequently during these two reigns, or be-
tween the years 1098 and 1124, that we must look
for the origin of Abthanes.

We have already remarked, that Abthane was
strictly analogous to Thane, and consequently im-
plies a Saxon landed proprietor; and the name
shews that Abthanus and Abthania are the same
words with Thanus and Thanagum, with the addi-
tion of the prefix Ab. It follows, therefore, that that
prefix must express some characteristic of an ordi-
nary Thanus; in other words, that the Abthanus was
a landed proprietor, with an additional character ex-
pressed by the syllable Ab. The syllable, however,
is manifestly derived from Abbas, an abbot; and here
we are at once supported by the analogous case of
the German Abbacomites. Du Cange defines them
to be “Abbates qui simul erant comites,” and re-
fers to the similar term of Abba milites, implying
abbots who held lands of a subject superior; there
can, therefore, be little doubt, judging by analogy,
that Abthanus was just Abbas qui simul erat Thanus,
or an abbot who possessed a Thanedom ; and as
Thanedoms were certainly hereditary in Scotland,
the name once applied to the lands would always
remain. Such being manifestly the origin of Ab-
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necessary origin of these three Abthanedoms are thus
so remarkably supported by the fact that there did
exist at the time a person in whom these requisites
are to be found, a fact otherwise so very unlikely to
occur, we are warranted in concluding that this was
their real origin, and that Ethelred, the abbot of
Dunkeld, must have received from his brother Edgar
three Thanedoms, which, in consequence, received
- the peculiar appellation of Abthanedoms, and which,
upon his death, fell to the crown. It would also
appear that as he was the only abbot of royal blood
to whom such a munificent gift would be appropriate,
so these were the only Abthanedoms in Scotland.
This will likewise account for the appellation given
by Fordun to Crinan. At that period there was cer-
tainly no such title in Scotland, but it is equally
certain that there were no charters, and although
Crinan had not the name, he may have been in fact
the same thing. He was certainly abbot of Dunkeld,
and he may have likewise possessed that extensive
territory which, from the same circumstance, was
afterwards called the Abthanedom of Dull. Fordun
- certainly inspected the records of Dunkeld, and the
circumstance can only be explained by supposing
that Fordun may have there seen the deed granting
the Abthanedom of Dull to Ethelred, abbot of Dun-
keld, which would naturally state that it had been
possessed by his proavus crinan, and from which
Fordun would conclude that as Crinan possessed the
thing, he was also known by the name of Abthanus
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the last regulus of the Gallgael, and by the operation
of the Gaelic law of tanistry, Duncan might, dur-
ing his life, have been at the head of this numerous
and powerful tribe.

By Edgar, the whole of Atholl, with the excep-
tion of Braedalbane, was erected into an earldom
and bestowed upon Madach, the son of his father’s
brother!, and on his death, towards the end of the
reign of David I., it was obtained by Malcolm, the
son of Duncan, the eldest son of Malcolm Ken-
more?, either because the exclusion of that family
from the throne could not deprive them of the ori-
ginal property of the family, to which they were
entitled to succeed, or as a compensation for the
loss of the crown. The earldom was enjoyed in
succession by his son Malcolm, and his grandson
Henry, and on the death of the latter, in the be-
ginning of the thirteenth century, his granddaugh-
ters, by his eldest son, who predeceased him, car-
ried the earldom into the families of Galloway and
Hastings, from whom it latterly came to the family
of De Strathboggie®. When the Celtic earls of

! Orkneyinga Saga.

? That Malcolm was the son of Duncan is proved by a char-
ter in the Chartulary of Dunfermline. In that charter Malcolm
implies that he was descended of more than one king buried at
Dunfermline, which is only possible on this supposition.

3 The peerage writers have been more than usually inac-
curate in their account of the earldom of Atholl. From its
origin down to the fourteenth century there is scarcely a single
step in the genealogy which is correctly given in the peerage.
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Now it will be observed as a remarkable fact, that
although the Lowland families who succeeded Henry
in the earldom of Atholl, obtained possession of a
considerable portion of the earldom by that succes-
sion, yet we do not find them in possession of Dull,
which, on the contrary, belongs to this family, De
Atholia. It is plain that this family could not have
acquired these lands by force in the face of the pow-
erful barons who successively obtained the earldom,
and as we can only account for its not forming a
part of the succession of these earls by supposing
Dull to have been a male fief, it follows, of ne-
cessity, that the family of De Atholia must have
been the heirs male of the family of Atholl.

But the other possessions point still more clearly
to the real descent of the family ; for there exists in
the chartulary of Cupar, a charter by Coningus filius
Henrici Comitis Atholie to the abbey of Cupar,
from which it appears that he was proprietor of
Glenerochie; and this charter is confirmed by Euge-
nius filius Coningi filii Henrici Comitis Atholie,
likewise proprietor of Glenerochie. Glenerochie is
the same as Strowan, and is included in the charter
erecting the possessions of the family into the barony
of Strowan; and as Strowan was at all times a male
fief, it is scarcely possible to doubt the descent of
Duncan De Atholia from Ewen the son of Conan the
son of Henry, earl of Atholl. There is a charter,
however, which still more clearly proves it. It ap-
pears from the chartulary of Inchaffray, that Ewen,
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and to take an active share in every attempt which
was made by the Gael of Scotland to replace the
descendants of their ancient line of kings on the
throne.

The deeds of Alexander Robertson of Strowan, in
the insurrection of 1715, as well as his eccentricity
of character and poetic talents, have made the name
of Strowan Robertson familiar to every one; and al-
though their estates have been three times forfeited,
and their name associated with every insurrection of
the Gael in Scotland, yet a descendant of that
ancient race still holds part of the original posses-
sions of the clan, with the name of Robertson of
Strowan.

Arms.

Gules; three wolves’ heads erased, argent, armed, and langued
azure.
Badge.

Fern or brakens.
Principal Seat.
Rannoch.

Oldest Cadet.
Robertson of Lude.
Chief.

Robertson of Strowan.
Force.

In 1715, 800. In 1745, 700.

CLAN PHARLAN.

This clan is the only one, with the exception per-
hape-of the clan Donnachie, whose descent from the
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death in 1460 ; and on her decease the earldom was
claimed by three families—those of Napier of Mer-
chiston, and Haldane of Gleneagles, the coheirs of
her second sister Margaret, and that of Stewart of
Darnley, who represented the youngest sister Eliza-
beth. It would be unnecessary here to enter into
any detail of the measures by which the Darnley
family at length succeeded in overcoming all oppo~
sition, and acquiring the title of earl of Lennox;
suffice it to say, that they had finally accomplished
this object in 1488. The earldom of Lennox having
thus fallen into the possession of a Norman family,
the clans which had formerly been united under the
rule of the old earls, now became separate and inde-
pendent, and the principal of these was the clan
Pharlane or Macfarlanes.

The Macfarlanes were descended from Gilchrist,
a younger brother of Malduin, earl of Lennox. This
Gilchrist appears frequently as a witness to many of
the Lennox charters, in which he is generally desig-
nated ¢ frater Comitis.” Duncan, his son, also ob-
tained a charter of his lands from the earl of Lennox,
in which the earl ratifies and confirms * Donatio-
pem illam quam Malduinus Avus mens comes de
Lennox fecit Gilchristo fratri suo de terris superioris
Arrochar de Luss.,” Duncan appears in Ragman’s
roll under the title of “ Duncan Mac Gilchrist de
Sevenaghes.” From a grandson of Duncan, termed
Bartholomew, or in Gaelic Parlan, the clan took
their surname of Macfarlane, and the connexion of
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a still more formidable attempt was made by
Angus the next earl, in the reign of his successor
David I, in the year 1130, when Angus, after having
obtained possession of the northern districts of Scot-
land, advanced at the head of a numerous army into
Forfarshire. At this time it appears that David was
at the court of Henry, king of England, but
Edward, the son of earl Seward, led an army into
Scotland with which he defeated and slew the earl
of Moray at Strickathrow, and after this event David
seems to have taken the most prompt measures to
quell the Moravians. In consequence of these
measures the Moravians remained quiet for
the unusual period of upwards of twelve
years, but at the end of that time they were again
excited to revolt by one of the most singular occur-
rences of the history of that period.

An English monk, who had hitherto been known
under the name of Wimund, and who had risen to
be bishop of Man, suddenly announced himself to
be the son of Angus, earl of Moray, who had been
slain at Strickathrow, and thereupon prepared to
assert his right to that earldom. Haring collected
together some ships in the Isle of Man, and having
been joined by numerous adventurers, he
appeared among the Western Isles, where
he was immediately received by Somerled, who,
actuated either by policy or conviction, acknowledged
his right, and also evinced his sincerity by bestowing
upon him his sister in mairiage. Wimund, having

A.D. 130,

A.D. 1142,
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title to that dignity being doubtful or called in ques-
tion by any one at the time,—we must admit that
Wimund’s claim may have been well founded.

When Wimund fell into the hands of his oppo-
nent, his sons appear to have sought refuge with
Somerled their uncle; and that ambitious chief seems
to have made their cause a pretext upon several
occasions for invading Scotland. But as these inva-
sions were generally succeeded by a peace, they
were not productive of any advantage to his nephews.
One of these youths, named Donald, was, in the year
1156, discovered lurking in Galloway, where he was
secured, and imprisoned along with his father in
Rokesburgh Castle. In the following year Mal-
colm appears to have come to terms with Wimund,
who, upon being released from prison, resumed the
cowl, and retired to the monastery of Biland in
Yorkshire.

But there still remained one of the sons of Wi-
mund at liberty, whose name was Kenneth, and
who, undeterred by the fate of his father and bro-
ther, resolved to make another attempt for the re-
covery of his inheritance ; and taking advantage of
the insurrection of the Scottish earls in favour of
William of Egremont, he easily succeeded in excit-
ing the Moravians once more to revolt. The unex-
pected success with which Malcolm crushed the
conspiracy enabled him likewise, after a violent
struggle, effectually to subdue these restless assailants;
and in order to prevent the recurrence of farther
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services in suppressing the insurrection and slaying
its head. Alexander II. followed up this success by
his usual policy, and erected the portion of the earl-
dom of Moray which was not now under the stern
rule of the Bissets, Comyns, and other Norman
barons, into the separate sheriffdoms of Elgin and
Nairn. The authority of government was thus so
effectually established, that the Moravians did not
again attempt any farther resistance; and thus ended
with the death of Gillespic, the last of that series of
persevering efforts which the earls of Moray had made
for upwards of one hundred years to preserve their
native inheritance.

The extinction of the native earls of Moray now
threw the various clans formerly united under their
sway into independence, and the most powerful of
these was the clan Chattan.

CLAN CHATTAN.

When the almost universal extinction of the High-
land earls threw the Highland clans into the inde-
pendent and disunited state in which they latterly
existed, we find few of them in possession of such
extensive territories as the clan Chattan. The whole
of Badenoch, with greater part of Lochaber, and the
districts of Strathnairn and Strathdearn, were inha-
bited by the various septs of this clan, and pre-
vious to the grant made to Comyn, these districts
were held of the crown by the chief of the clan.

" From the earliest period this clan has been divided
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there has long existed a keen dispute with regard to
the chiefship of the clan Chattan between the Mac-
phersons and Macintoshes is certain; and while the
Macphersons have hitherto rested their claims upon
tradition alone, the Macintoshes have triumphantly
brought forward charters and documents of every
description in support of their alleged title. But
the case is now altered ; and the investigations which
we have made into the history of the tribe of Mo-
ray, as well as into the history and nature of High-
land tradition, shew that the fact of the Macphersons
being the lineal and feudal representatives of the
ancient chiefs of clan Chattan rests upon historic au-
thority, and that they possess that right by blood to
the chiefship, of which no charters from the crown,
and no usurpation, however successful and continued,
can deprive them.

The MS. of 1450 puts it beyond all doubt that
the Macphersons and the Macintoshes are descended
from Neachtan and Neill, the two sons of Gillechat-
tan Mor, the founder of the race; while the title of
captain, the assertion of a foreign origin, and of a
marriage with the heiress of the former chiefs, as
certainly point out that the Macintoshes were a
usurping branch, and that the Macphersons, whose
descent from the old chiefs is not denied, alone pos-
sessed the right of blood to that hereditary dignity.
The history of the earls of Moray is equally conclu-
sive, that the descendants of Neachtan, from whom
the Macphersons deduce their origin, were the eldest
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ties. But, notwithstanding, the passage distinctly
proves that these clans had very shortly before fol-
lowed one chief as head of their respective races.

It appears, therefore, that some event must have
occurred about this time to occasion disunion among
the different branches of the clan, and it is impos-
sible to avoid being struck with the remarkable coin-
cidence in point of time between this rupture and
the singular conflict between the chosen champions
of the two clans upon the North Inch of Perth, in
the year 1396, which the works of Sir Walter Scott
have recently made so generally familiar, but which
has nevertheless baffled every enquirer into its cause
or as to the lineage of its actors.

According to the oldest authorities the names of
these clans were clan Yha and the clan Quhele, not
the clan Kay and the clan Chattan, as they have
generally been called. At the end of the contest
it was found that only oue of the clan Yha had sur-
vived, while eleven of the clan Quhele were still ex-
isting, although severely wounded, upon which it
was determined by the king that the clan Quhele
were the victors. Now there are but three clans in
which any tradition of this conflict is to be found,
that of the Camerons, the Macphersons, and the
Macintoshes, and it is obvious that the memory of
so remarkable a circumstance could never have been
suffered to escape the eunduring character of High-
land tradition. The circumstances which attended
the conflict, however, clearly indicate the Macpher-
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suppose the Macphersons and Macintoshes to have
been the parties engaged in that celebrated conflict.
‘Soon after this period the chief of the Macintoshes
assumes the title of captain of clan Chattan, but the
Macphersons have always resisted that claim of
precedence, and at this period also, the Camerons
seem to have separated from the clan Chattan. I
am inclined to assume from these circumstances that
the Macintoshes were the clan Quhele. 1In the
MS. of 1450, the Macphersons are stated to be de-
scended of a son of Heth, and brother of Angus, earl
of Moray, and it will be observed, that the name,
Heth, is a corruption of the same Gaelic name which
has been changed by these historians to Y%a. Clan
Heth must have been the most ancient name of the
Macphersons, and it follows, that they were the
clan Yha of the conflict. The leader of the clan
Yha, is styled by the old authorities, Sha Fercharson,
that of the clan Quhele, Gilchrist Johnsone, and in
the old MS. histories of the Macintoshes we find Gil-
christ Mac Jan, at the period, while, according to the
MS. of 1450, the chief of the Macphersons was Shaw,
and his great grandfather’s name is Ferchar, from
whom he probably took the patronymic of Ferchar-
son. From all this we may reasonably deduce, that
previous to the fifteenth century the various tribes
forming the clan Chattan obeyed the rule of ome
chief, the lineal descendant and representative of
Gillecattan' Mor, the founder of the clan Chattan;
that in consequence of the rebellion of Gillespic,
13
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the followers of William Macintosh, he was over-
taken at Glenesk and slain, while Lachlan, the bro-
ther of the murdered chief, was placed in possession
of the government of the clan. But Lachlan was
doomed to experience the same fate as his brother,
for, according to Lesly, “ sum wicked persones being
impatient of vertuous leving, stirrit up ane of his
awn principal kynnesmen, callit James Malcolm-
sone, quha cruellie and treasonablie slew his said
- chief.” On Lachlan’s death, his son was under age,
and therefore the clan, in accordance with the ancient
system of succession, chose Hector, a bastard brother,
to be their chief.

The earl of Moray, who was the young chief’s
uncle, became alarmed for his safety, and, in order
to secure him against his brother’s ambition, he
carried him off, to be brought up by his mother’s
relations. But Hector was determined to repossess
himself of the person of the young heir, and with
that view invaded the lands of the earl of Moray, at
the head of the clan: he besieged the castle of Petty,
which he took, and put the Ogilvies, to whom it
belonged, to the sword. Upon this, the earl obtained
a commission from the king, and, having raised his
retainers, he attacked the Macintoshes, and seized
800 of them, whom he instantly executed. Hector
escaped, and fled to the king, to whom he surren-
dered himself, and received from him a remission of
his former offences, but he was soon after slain in
St. Andrew’s ; and the young heir, William Macin-
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parties that traversed the country-throughout, with
a view to intimidate his tenantry and induce them
by force or persuasion to disclose the place of his
concealment; but although the soldiers were ani-
mated by the hope of reward, and their officers by
the promise of promotion for the apprehension of
this proscribed individual, yet so true were his peo-
ple, so inflexibly strict to their promise of secresy,
and so dexterous in conveying to him the necessa-
ries he required in his long confinement, that not a
trace of him could be discovered, nor an individual
base enough to give a hint to his detriment. Many
anecdotes are still related in the country of the nar-
row escapes he made in eluding the vigilance of the
soldiery, and of the fidelity and diligence displayed
by his clan in concealing him, until, after ten years of
this dreary existence, he escaped to France, and
there died in the following year'.

After his death, the estate was restored to the pre-
sent family, in whose possession it remains, and who
are the lineal representatives of the ancient chiefs of
the clan Chattan.

Arms.
. Parted per fess, or, and azure, a lymphad or galley, her sails
furled, her oars in action, of the first; in the dexter chief point
a hand coupée, grasping a dagger pointed upwards, gules, for
killing Cummine Lord Badenoch: in the sinister point a cross
crosslet, fitchée, gules.

1 Stewart’s Sketches.
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Badge.
Boxwood.
Principal Seat.
Strathnairn and Badenoch.
Oldest Cadet.
Macintosh of Macintosh is oldest cadet, and was captain of the
clan for a period of two centuries.
Chief.
~ Cluny Macpherson.
Force.
In 1704, 1400. 1In 1715, 1020. In 1745, 1700.
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CHAPTER VII.

Moray, continued.

CLAN CAMERON.

AN ancient manuscript history of this clan com-
mences with these words—“ The Camerons have a
tradition among them, that they are originally de-
scended of a younger son of the royal family of Den-
mark, who assisted at the restoration of king Fergus
II.,, anno 404. He was called Cameron from his
crooked nose, as that word imports. But it is more
probable that they are of the aborigines of the ancient
Scots or Caledonians that first planted the country.”
With this last conclusion I am fully disposed to agree,
but John Major has placed the matter beyond a
doubt, for in mentioning on one occasion the clan
Chattan and the clan Cameron, he says, “ He tribus
sunt consanguinez.” They therefore formed a part
of the extensive tribe of Moray, and followed the
chief of that race until the tribe became broken up,
in consequence of the success of the Macintoshes in
the conflict on the North Inch of Perth in 1396.
Although the Macphersons for the time submitted to
the Macintosh as captain of the clan, the Camerons
VOL. II. K
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seem to have separated themselves from the main
stock, and to have assumed independence.

The earliest possession of the Camerons was that
part of Lochaber extending to the east of the Loch
and river of Lochy, and was held by them of the
lord of the Isles; their more modern possessions of
Locheil and Locharkaig, which lie on the west side
of that water, had been granted by the lord of the
Isles to the founder of the clan Ranald, by whose
descendants it was inhabited. As the Camerons are
one of those clans whose chief bore the somewhat
doubtful title of captain, we are led to suspect that -
the latter chiefs were of a different branch from the
older family, and had, in common with the other
clans among whom the title of captain is found,
been the oldest cadet, and in that capacity had come
to supersede the elder branch when reduced by cir-
cumstances. Originally the clan Cameron consisted
of three septs, the clan ic Mhartin, or Mac Martins,
of Letterfinlay ; the clan ic Ilonobhy, or Camerons,
of Strone; and Sliochd Shoirle Ruaidh, or Came-
rons, of Glenevis. Of one of these septs the genea-
logy is to be found in the M. of 1450, and itis appa-
rent from that genealogy that the Locheil family
belonged to the second, or clan ic Ilonobhy, for the
first of the Locheil family who appears on record is
Allan Mac Connell dui or son of Donald Du, who
in 1472 obtains a charter from Celestine of the Isles,
lord of Lochalche, to himself and the heirs male pro-
created between him and his wife, Mariot, daughter
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of Ang'us- de Insulis, with remainder to his brother,
Eugene Mac Connelduy, and the two last genera-
tions of the clan ic Ilonobhy are Donald Du and his
son Eogan. The traditionary origin of the Came-
rons, however, like that of the Macintoshes and other
clans, clearly points out the ancient chiefs of the clan,
for while they are unquestionably of native origin,
their tradition derives them from a certain Cambro,
a Dane, who is said to have acquired his property
with the chiefship of the clan, by marriage with the
daughter and heiress of Mac Martin, of Letterfinlay.
The extraordinary identity of all these traditionary
tales, wherever the title of captain is used, leaves
little room to doubt that in this case the Mac Martins
were the old chiefs of the clan, and the Locheil fa-
mily were the oldest cadets, whose after position at
the head of the clan gave them the title of captain of
the clan Cameron. There is some reason to think
that on the acquisition of the captainship of the clan
Chattan, in 1396, by the Macintoshes, the Mac Mar-
tins adhered to the successful faction, while the great
body of the clan, with the Camerons of Locheil, de-
clared themselves independent, and thus the Locheil
family gained that position which they have ever
since retained. Another circumstance probably con-
tributed to place Donald Du at the head of the clan,
for the Camerons having, along with the clan Chat-
tan, deserted Alexander, lord of the Isles, when
attacked by James I., in Lochaber, and having sub-
sequently refused to join Donald Balloch in his in-
K 2
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vasion of Scotland in 1481, that chief, after his
victory at Inverlochy, resolved to revenge himself
upon the Camerons, and attacked them with fury.
The clan was unable to withstand his attack, and
the chief was obliged to fly into Ireland, while the
rest of the clan took refuge among the most inac-
cessible parts of that mountain country.

‘When the return of Alexander from captivity had
restored some degree of order to his wild dominions,
the family of Mac Martin were probably unable to
resume their former station, and the oldest cadet,
who on the occurrence of such events, and being
generally the most powerful family of the clan,
assumed the chieftainship with the title of captain,
was now placed at the head of the clan. The name of
this chief was Donald Du, and from him the Came-
rons of Locheil take their patronymic of Macconnel
Du.

He appears to have raised the Camerons from the
depressed state into which they had fallen by
the vengeance of the lords of the Isles, and to
have re-acquired for the clan the estates which they
had formerly possessed. These estates had been
given by the lord of the Isles to John Garbh
Maclean of Coll as a reward for his services, but
Donald Du soon drove him out of Lochaber,
and slew his son Ewen. Donald Du was succeeded
by his son Allan M‘Coilduy, who acquired the estates
of Locharkaig and Locheil, from the latter of which
his descendants have taken their title. This pro-
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Arms.
Or, paly, barry, gules.
Badge.
Oak.
Principal Seat.
Locheil.
Oldest Cadet.
Cameron of Locheil was oldest cadet, and has been captain of
the clan Cameron since the fourteenth century.
Chicf.
Previous to the fifteenth century, Macmartin of Letterfinlay.
Force.
In 1715, 800. In 1745, 800.

CLAN NACHTAN.

The traditions of the M‘Nachtans derive them
from Lochtay, where they are said to have been
Thanes, but the genealogy contained in the manu-
script of 1450, puts it beyond all doubt that they
were one of the clans descended from the tribe of
Moray, and formerly united under its Maormors.
The whole of the ancient district of Moray is still
occupied by clans descended from that tribe, with
the exception of one portion of considerable extent.
This portion consists of that part of the ancient dis-
trict which extends between the lordship of Badenoch
and Strathnairn and the southern boundary of Ross,
and comprehends the extensive districts of the Aird,
Glenurchart, Glenmorison, Abertarff, Stratherick,
&c. This northern division of the ancient district is
intersected by Loch Oich and Loch Ness, and
is chiefly in possession of the Frasers, Grants, and

K3
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Macdonalds, but as all these families can be traced
as having acquired possession of the lands at dif-
ferent periods, and as deriving their origin from the
occupiers of other districts, it is plain that we must
look to other quarters for the early occupiers of this
division of the territories of that tribe.

The first families that can be traced as in posses-
sion of this part of Moray are those of Bisset, a
family unquestionably of Norman origin, and of
Thirlstain, certainly a Lowland, if not a Norman
family, and there can be little doubt that they ac-
quired this district from Malcolm 1V. in 1160, when
we know that he planted a great part of Moray with
strangers. The oldest authorities for this fact, how-
ever, are equally distinct, that he removed the old in-
habitants and placed them in other parts of the coun-
try, for which purpose the crown lands must have
been principally employed. It is, therefore, ex-
tremely probable, that those clans of Moray descent
which we find at an early period in districts the
most remote from their original seat, formed a part of
the inhabitants of this district whom Malcolm IV.
removed.

To them the Macnachtans certainly belonged, for
their genealogy indicates a Moray descent, while
their traditions place them at a very early period in
the crown lands of Strathtay.

There is one remarkable circumstance regarding
this clan, which is, that while the other clans can
generally be traced to have previously formed a part
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Principal Seat.
Dundurraw on Lochfine.
Chief.

Extinct.

CLAN GILLE-EON.

This clan is one of those to which a Norman
origin has for a considerable length of time been
assigned, and it is said, that a brother of Colin Fitz-
gerald, the alleged ancestor of the Mackenzies, was
the founder of the family. But this origin, as well
as those of the other clans ‘derived from a Nor-
man source, appears to have been altogether un-
known previous to the seventeenth century, and to
be but little deserving of credit.

This clan has been omitted in the MS. of 1450, but
the two oldest genealogies of the family, of which
one is the production of the Beatons, who were here-
ditary sennachies of the family, concur in deriving
the clan Gille-eon from the same race from whom
the clans belonging to the great Moray tribe are
brought by the MS. of 1450. Of this clan the oldest
seat seems to have been the district of Lorn, as they
first appear in subjection to the lords of Lorn; and
their situation being thus between the Camerons and
Macnachtans, who were undoubted branches of
the Moray tribe, there can be little doubt that the
Macleans belonged to that race also. As their oldest
seat was thus in Argyll, while they are unquestion-
ably a part of the tribe of Moray, we may infer that
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cordingly at once received by him with great favour.
But the usual consequence of a stranger entering
into the country of another clan followed, and a bit-
ter feud soon took place between them and the chief
of the Mackinnons, which led to one of the most
daring actions which has ever been recorded of any
Highland chief. The lord of the Isles had set out
on some expedition to the mainland in a single
galley, desiring the Macleans and the Mackinnens to
follow him, and the Macleans resolved upon taking
this opportunity of avenging many injuries which
they had received from Mackinnon, and killed him
while in the act of mounting into his galley. Afraid
of the vengeance of the lord of the Isles for this deed
of treachery, they proceeded to follow up their act
by one still more daring, and accordingly set sail
after him. No sooner had they overtaken his galley
than the brothers at once boarded it, and succeeded
in taking the Macdonald himself prisoner in the very
centre of his islands, and within sight of many of his
castles. They then carried their captive to the small
island of Garveloch, and thence to Icolmkill, where
they detained him until the lord of the Isles, seeing
no prospect of speedy relief from his degrading situa-
tion, agreed to vow friendship to them “upon cer-
tain stones where men were used to make solemn
vows in those superstitious times,” and granted them
the lands in Mull which the clan have ever since
possessed.

Lachlan Lubanich afterwards married the daughter
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Macdonalds seem to have come to an end; the son
of Lachlan having fully revenged his death by
ravaging the island of Isla. The Macleans joined
the Marquis of Montrose in his memorable campaign,
along with the other Highland clans under the com-
mand of Sir Lachlan Maclean of Morvern, and sus-
tained the warlike character of the clan throughout
that enterprise.

In the year 1715 the Macleans also joined the
rising under the Earl of Mar, and suffered upon that
occasion the same penalty with the other clans who
had been induced to take a part in that unfortunate
expedition. But their estates having been afterwards
restored, they were prevailed upon by the persuasions
of President Forbes to remain quiet during the sub-
sequent insurrection of the year 1745.

Nevertheless, although they had thus escaped the
snare into which so many of the clans fell upon this
occasion, the family became soon after extinct, and
the clan is now divided into several independent
branches, who contest with each other the honour of
the chiefship.

Arms.
Quarterly. First. Argent, a rock gules. Second. Argent,
a dexter hand fess-ways, couped, gules, holding a cross crosslet,
fitchée, in pale azure. Third. Or, a lymphad sable. Fourth.
Argent, a salmon naiant, proper; in chief, two eagles’ heads
erased, a fronte gules.
Badge.
Blackberry heath.
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Principal Seat.
Mull,
Oldest Cadet.
The family of Lochbuy, who have long claimed the chiefship,
appear to be the oldest cadet. ’
Chief.
Maclean of Dowart appears to have been chief of the clan.
" Force.
Formerly 800. In 1745, 500.

SIOL O’CAIN.

In enquiring into the existence of any descendants
of the ancient inhabitants of the North of Moray,
we should expect to find them either as isolated
clans in the neighbourhood, whose traditionary origin
shewed some connection with those of the tribe of
Moray, or situated in districts whose situation dis-
played evident marks of the violent removal effected
by Malcolm IV. Of the latter we find instances in
the Macnachtans and Macleans, of the former we
can discover it in those clans whom tradition deduces
from the O’Cains, and which consist principally of
the Monros, Macmillans, and Buchannans. These
clans, like most of the other Highland clans, have
been supposed to be derived from the Irish, but
their traditionary origin clearly points out their con-
nection with the tribe of Moray. According to the
ancient Sennachies, the descent of these clans is de-
rived from certain branches of the family of O’Cain,
who are said to have come from Fermanagh; but
the name Cain being spelt in Gaelic Cathan, and
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be the Buchannans, or clan Anselan, who obtained
the barony of Buchannan by marriage with its
heiress. They claimed descent from Anselan O’Cain,
and their oldest traditions indicate a close connec-
tion with the Macmillans.

Arms.
Or, a lion rampant sable upon a chief parted per barr. gules,
three mollets argent.
Principal Seat.
Knapdale.
Chief.
Extinct.
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CHAPTER VIII.

1I1. ROSS.

THE district of Ross is very frequently mentioned in
the Norse Sagas along with the other districts which
were ruled by Maormors or Iarls, but we find it im-
possible to extract from these authorities the names
of many of its Maormors, for the proximity of the
extensive district of Moray, and the very great power
and influence to which its chiefs attained, would
naturally force the less powerful Maormor of Ross
into a subordinate situation, and thus prevent his
name from being associated with any of the great
events of that early period of our history.

It was consequently only upon the downfall of that
powerful race that the chiefs of Ross first appear in
history, and by that time they had already assumed
the new appellation of Comes or earl. That these
earls, however, were the descendants of the ancient
Maormors, there can be little doubt, and this natural
presumption is in this instance strengthened by the
fact that the oldest authorities concur in asserting
the patronymic or Gaelic name of the earls of Ross
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vassalage, some very few excepted; and all about
him were tied to his family by very strict bonds of
friendship.”

The Mackenzies took an active share in all the
attempts made by the Highland clans in support of
the cause of the Stuarts, with the exception of the
last ; and having been twice forfeited, the dictates
of prudence, strengthened by the eloquence of Presi-
dent Forbes, induced them to decline joining in that
unfortunate insurrection.

In the next generations, however, the family be-
came extinct, and the estates have passed by the
marriage of the heiress into the possession of a
stranger.

Arms.
Az, a stag’s head embossed, or.
Badge.
Deer-grass.

Principal Seat,
Kintail,

Oldest Cadet.

Mackenzie of Gairloch.
Chief.
The family of the chief is said to be represented by Mackenzie

of Allangrange.

Force.
In 1427, 2000. In 1704, 1200. In 1745, 2500.

CLAN MATHAN.

The Macmathans or Mathiesons are represented in

the manuscript of 1450 as a branch of the Mackenzies,
VOL. II M
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and of various atrocities which a staté of despera-
tion, the natural result of these measures, as well as
a deep spirit of vengeance against both the framers
and executors of them, frequently led the clan to
commit.. These actions led to the enactment of
still severer laws, and at length to the complete
proscription of the clan,

The slaughtér of Drimmond of Drummondernoch
in the year 1589, and the conflict of Glenfruin in
1608, are well known to every one; the former af--
fording a foundation for the incident detailed in Sir
Walter Scott’s Legend of Montrose, and the latter
being the result of the remarkable raid of the Mac-
gregors into Lennox, where they were opposed by
the Colquhouns, whom they defeated with great
slaughter. Previously to this latter event, the king,
despairing of .being able to reduce the clan, had
constituted the earl of Argyll king’s lieutenant and
justice in the whole bounds inhabited by the clan
Gregor, and this appointment was the means of at
length effecting the utter ruin of the tribe; for that
politic nobleman, instead of driving the Macgregors
to desperation, determined to use them as tools for
executing his own vengeance on any of the neigh-
bouring families who had the misfortune to offend
him.

There seems little doubt that almost all the in-
cursions of the clan, after this period, may be traced
to that earl as their cause. But when the conflict
of Glenfruin drew the attention of government once

M3
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Their claim, however, is opposed by the Glen-
gyle family, to which branch belonged the cele-
brated freebooter, Rob Roy, whose deeds have been
lately brought so conspicuously before the public.

Arms.
Argent, a sword in bend azure, and a fir tree eradicated in
bend sinister, proper; in chief, a crown gules.
Badge.
~ Pine.
Principal Seat.
Glenorchy.
Oldest Cadet.
The Macgregors of Glenstray were oldest cadets and captains
for a period of two centuries. '
Chief.
Sir Evan Macgregor Murray, Baronet.
’ Force.
In 1745, 700.

CLAN GRANT.

Nothing certain is known regarding the origin of
the Grants. They have been said to be of Danish,
English, French, Norman, and of Gaelic extraction ;
but each of these suppositions depends for support
upon conjecture alone, and amidst so many con-
flicting opinions it is difficult to fix upon the most
probable. It is maintained by the supporters of
their Gaelic origin, that they are a branch of the
Macgregors, and in this opinion they are certainly
borne out by the ancient and unvarying tradition of
the country ; for their Norman origin, I have upon
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Glencharny, in Strathspey, and obtained, in conse-
quence, an extensive tract of country on the north
side of the Spey. From this period the family took
the name of Glencharny ; and it seemed as if the
-family were to owe their whole advancement to their
fortunate marriages, for Laurence’s son and suc-
cessor, Gilbert de Glencharny, added to his other
possessions a considerable extent of property in the
counties of Elgin and Banff, by marriage with Mar-
garet Wiseman, heiress of the Wisemans of Molben.
Gilbert had but one son, of the same name, by whose
death without issue these properties came to his
sister Christina, with the exception of Stratherrick,
which descended to the male heir!, Malcolm le
Grant, probably a descendant of Robert, the younger
son of Gregory the Grant. Christina had married
Duncan Fraser, a cadet of the house of Lovat, and
Fraser, finding that a peaceable possession of these
properties in the midst of the clan Grant and at a
distance from his own chief, was not to be expected,
exchanged the properties in Strathspey with Mal-
colm Grant for that of Stratherrick, which its vicinity
to Lovat rendered the more desirable possession for
a Fraser. In this manner the greater part of Strath-
spey remained in the possession of the chief of the
Grants, while their original property went into the
family of the Frasers.

After Malcolm we know little of the Grants, until

1 Robertson’s Index. .
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we find Duncan Grant de eodem at the head of the
clan in the middle of the fifteenth century, and from
this period they began gradually to increase in extent
of possessions and of power, until they rose to be a
clan of no ordinary importance.

At different periods they acquired Glenmorison,
Glenurchart, and many other estates, and continued
in the ranks of the principal clans, until at length
the extinction of the noble family of Finlater added
the peerage of Seafield to their former possessions.

Arms.
Gules, three antique crowns, or.
Badge.
Cranberry heath,
Principal Seat.
Strathspey.
Oldest Cadet.
The Sliochd Phadrick, or Grants of Tullochgorum, appear to
have been oldest cadets.
Chief.
Grant of Grant, now Eazl of Seafield.
. Force. '
In 1715, 800. In 1745, 850.

CLAN FINGON.

Of the history of this clan but little is known;
haying settled at a very early period in the island of
Sky, they became followers of the lords of the Isles,
in whose history they are very often mentioned, but
they do not appear to have been engaged in many
transactions by which their name is separately
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consequently of the Siol Alpine. This bond was
entered into between Lachlan Mackinnon, of Strath-
ardel, and Finlay Macnab, of Bowaine, and narrates
that “ happening to foregadder togedder with certain
of the said Finlay’s friends in their rooms, in the
Laird of Glenurchay’s country, and the said Lauch-
lan and Finlay having come of one house, and being
of one surname and lineage, notwithstanding the
said Lauchlan and Finlay this long time bygone
oversaw their awn duties till uders in respect of the
long distance and betwixt their dwelling places,
quhairfore baith the saids now and in all time coming
are content to be bound and obleisit, with consent of
their kyn and friends, to do all sted, pleasure, assist-
ance, and service that lies in them ilk ane to uthers:
The said Finlay acknowledging the said Lauchlan
as ane kynd chieff, and of ane house: and likelike
the said Lauchlan to acknowledge the said Finlay
Macnab, his friend, as his special kynsman and
friend.”

This account of their origin is fully confirmed by
the MS. of 1450.

The Macnabs originally possessed _considerable
territories lying west of Loch Tay, but having fol-
lowed Lorn in the opposition which he made to the
Bruce, and having taken a conspicuous part in that
struggle, their possessions were, on the accession of
that monarch, restricted to the barony of Bowain,
in Glendochard, to which they have a charter as
early as 1536.
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On the forfeiture of the last lord of the Isles, they
became, like the Mackinnons, in a manner independ-
ent, and although surrounded by various powerful
clans, they maintained their station, which was that
of a minor clan, without apparently undergoing any
alteration; and survived many of the revolutions of
fortune to which the greater clans were exposed in
the same station, bearing among the other clans the
character of great antiquity, and of having once been
greater than they now were.

CLAN AULA.

The Macaulays, of Ardincaple, have for a long
period been considered as deriving their origin from
the ancient earls of Lennox, and it has generally
been assumed, without investigation, that their an-
cestor was Aulay, son of Aulay, who appears in
Ragman Roll, and whose father, Aulay, was brother
of Maldowan, earl of Lennox. Plausible as this
derivation may appear, there are yet two circum-
stances which render it impossible, and establish
the derivation of the clan to have been very differ-
ent.

In the first place, it is now ascertained that these
Aulays were of the family of de Fasselane, who after-
wards succeeded to the earldom, and among the
numerous deeds relating to this family in the Len-
nox chartulary, there is no mention of any other
son of Aulay’s than Duncan de Fasselane, who suc-
ceeded to the earldom and left no male issue. Se-
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condly, there exists a bond of friendship entered
into between Macgregor of Glenstray and Macau-
lay of Ardincaple, upon the 27th May 1591, in
which the latter owns his being a cadet of the
house of the former, and promises to pay him the
“ Calp.” There can be no doubt, therefore, that
the Macaulays were a branch of the clan Alpine,
and the mistake as to their origin has probably
arisen from the similarity of name, and from their
situation necessarily making them, for the time,
followers of the earl of Lennox.

The Macaulays appear to have settled, at a very
early period, in the Lennox, and the first chiefs
who are mentioned in the Lennox chartulary are
designed “ de Ardincapill.” Their connexion with
the Macgregors led them to take some part in the
feuds that unfortunate race were at all times engaged
in, but the protection of the earls of Lennox seems
to have relieved the Macaulays from the consequences
which fell so heavily upon the Macgregors. The
Macaulays never rose above the rank of a minor
clan, and like many others in a similar situation,
they have latterly become extinct.

VOL. II. N
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CHAPTER IX.

IV. GARMORAN,

In the oldest list of the Scottish earldoms which
has been preserved, appears the name of Garmoran.
There was afterwards a lordship of Garmoran, con-
sisting of the districts of Knoydart, Morer, Arisaig and
Moydart ; and the situation of this lordship indicates
the position of the earldom to have been between
north and south Argyll, including, besides the lord-
ship of the same name, the districts of Glenelg, Ard-
namurchan, and Morvern.

At no period embraced by the records do we dis-
cover Garmoran as an efficient earldom; but as the
polity of earldoms was introduced by Edgar, its ap-
pearance in the old lists proves that it lasted in the
possession of its native earls till after his reign.
The grant by Alexander III. of a great part of the
earldom as a lordship of the same name, likewise
proves that it must have been for some time in the
crown.

Tn consequence of a singular mistake of our
earlier historians, the existence of this earldom has
been entirely forgotten, and its history merged
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II.; his successor adhered to government, and re-
ceived many grants of land in the sheriffdom, so
that we should expect to find traces of his original
property in the possession of cadets, who came off
before his acquisition of property in Argyll.

Allan Mac Rory obtained a grant of the lordship
of Garmoran about 1275; his feudal heir was his
daughter Christina, and her first act of possession
is a charter Arthuro Campbell filio Domini Arthuro
Campbell militis de terris de Muddeward Ariseg et
Mordower et insulis de Egge et Rumme et perti-
neri.

Christina was never in actual though in feudal
possession of the lordship, for though vera heeres,
her nephew Ranald' was veras dominus, this is
therefore apparently a feudal right given to an old
possessor, otherwise we do not see its object.

Thus, when we find, from the manuscript gene-
alogies, that the Macleods and Campbells were
branches of the same ancient tribe, and when we
find that the oldest notices of each tribe separately,
connect them with the district of Garmoran, there
can be little doubt that these two clans are the re-
maining descendants of the ancient inhabitants of
that district.

CLAN LEOD,
There are few clans whose Norwegian origin has

1 Ranald and Christina are so styled in a charter in the In-
chaffray Chartulary.
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principal of the Ceann Tighe, preserving an unavailing
claim to the position of which they had been de-
prived. After this period the rise of the Argyll
family to power and influence was rapid, and the
encroachments which had commenced with the
branches of . their own clan soon involved most of
the clans in their neighbourhood ; and their history is
most remarkable from their extraordinary progress
from a station of comparative inferiority to one of
unusual eminence, as well as from the constant and
steady adherence of all the barons of that house
to the same deep system of designing policy by
which they attained their greatness.

It would be inconsistent with the limits of this
work to follow the history of this family farther, and
the omission is of the less importance, as during the
early part their history is identic with that of all
the other Highland clans of no great notoriety ;
while in the later part, when they began to rise
upon the ruins of the great families of the Isles,
it becomes in some degree the same with that of the
Highlanders generally, and consists principally of
the details of a policy characterised by cunning and
perfidy, although deep and far-sighted, and which
obtained its usual success in the acquisition of
great temporal grandeur and power.

Arms.

Gyronne of eight, or, and sable.
Badge.
Myrtle.



Digitized by GOOS[G



Digitized by GOOS[G



Digitized by GOOS[G



Digitized by GOOS[G



Digitized by GOOS[G



290 THE HIGHLAND CLANS. [PART 1i.

the leader of no less than four thousand men, a fact
which places the Mackays among the most powerful
of the Highland clans, and shews that they must
have occupied their territories for a very long period
of time. Angus Dow was chiefly remarkable for the
resistance which he made to Donald of the Isles,
when that ambitious leader made his well known
attempt to obtain possession of the earldom of Ross;
and it is this event which has principally preserved
the name of Angus Dow Mackay from oblivion.
Donald of the Isles had claimed the earldom of Ross
in right of his wife, but had been refused possession
of it by the duke of Albany, then governor of Scot-
land, “ whereat,” says Sir Robert Gordon, “ Donald
of the Isles took such indignation and displeasure,
that raising all the power of the Isles, he came into
Rosse and spoiled the country, which Angus Dow
Mackay of Farr endeavoured to defend, because that
Donald had molested some friends which he had in
that province. He met the lord of the Isles at
Dingwall, where he fought a cruel skirmish against
him. In end, Donald overthrew Angus Dow, took
him prisoner and killed his brother Rory Gald Mac-
kay, with divers others.” In another part of his
work, alluding to the same conflict, Sir Robert Gor-
don says, “ Donald of the Isles having detayned
Angus Dow a while in captivitie released him and
gave him his daughter in marriage, whom Angus
Dow carried home with him into Strathnaver, and had
a son by her called ¢ Neill Wasse,” so named because
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year 1499. This charter was obtained in conse-
quence of Y. Mackay, at that time chief of the
clan, having apprehended Alexander Sutherland,
of Dalred, his own nephew, who had incurred the
vengeance of government. in consequence of the
murder of Alexander Dunbar, brother of Sir James
Dunbar, of Cumnock, and delivered him over to
the king with ten of his accomplices. The power
of the government had now so far penetrated into the
Highlands, that the Highland chiefs began to feel
the necessity of possessing some sort of feudal title
to their lands, while the government, aware of the
advantage to its influence which the want of such
a title occasioned, were not always willing to grant
it; in consequence of this, the Highland chiefs now
began to take advantage of any service which they
might have rendered to the government, to demand,
as their reward, a feudal investiture of their estates ;
and to this was probably owing the charter which
Y. Mackay now obtained, and which his descend-
ants took especial care that when once procured, it
should be frequently renewed.

It would be tedious and uninteresting to follow
this clan through all the domestic broils and feuds
with the neighbouring clans, of which their history
is entirely composed, and in which it in no respect
differed from that of other Highland clans. It may .
be sufficient to mention that considerable military
genius, some talent, and more good fortune contri-
buted to raise the chief of the clan to the dignity
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their power, viz. by the fatal operation of the old
system of wadset and apprising. By purchase it
afterwards fell into the hands of the Sutherland
family, in whose possession it has ever since re-
mained. The northern portion of this district con-
tinued for some time to be held by the Macleods,
until a feud between Macleod of Edderachylis and
the Morisons of Duirnes gave the Mackays, whe
were then at the height of their power, an oppor-
tunity of wresting these estates from both families,
and accordingly these districts have ever since formed
a part of the Mackays’ possessions, or what is called
Lord Reay’s country.

VII. SUDRLAND.

The ancient district of Sutherland or Sudrland,
so-termed by the Norwegians, in consequence of
its ‘position in respect to Caithness, which for a
long time was their only possession on the main-
land of Scotland, was of much less extent than
the present country of the same name; for the
districts of Strathnaver, Edderachylis, Duirnes, and
Assint, which are included in the same county at
present, formed no part of the ancient earldom, but
belonged the first to Caithness, while the others con-
stituted, as we have seen, the ancient district of Ness.
This district, therefore, included merely the eastern
portion of the county, and although it is unquestion-
ably of a mountainous and Highland charaeter, yet
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course accompanied in this expedition by numbers
of his followers, who increased in Sutherland to an
extensive tribe; and Freskin became the founder of
the noble family of Sutherland, who, under the title
of Earls of Sutherland, have continued to enjoy
possession of this district for so many generations.



CONCLUSION.

HavING now concluded the history of the Highland
clans according to the system established in the
former part of the Work, it may be proper here to
state in a few words, the simple but highly import-
ant conclusion to which these researches have
brought us. )

First. The Gaelic race at present occupying the
Highlands, have existed as a distinct and peculiar
people, inhabiting the same districts which they
naw occupy, from the earliest period to which the
records of history reach.

Secondly. Previous to the thirteenth century,
that Gaelic nation was divided into a few great
tribes, which exactly correspond with the ancient
earldoms of that part of Scotland. The hereditary
chiefs of these tribes were termed Maormors, a title
which the influence of Saxon manners changed to
that of earl.

Thirdly. From these few tribes all the High-
landers are descended, and to one or other of them
each of the Highland clans can be traced.
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Upon this system, therefore, has every part of the
present Work been brought to bear. Each of the
clans has been viewed rather as forming a part of one
great whole than as a separate family detached from
all others, and it has throughout been deemed of
more importance to establish with precision the
place of each clan in this great system, than to
enter into any detail of their history. Of the im-
portance of the result to which all these researches
have led, it is impossible for a moment to doubt;
and while a view has been given of the history of
each detached portion, every thing has been brought
to contribute, in some degree, to the establishment
of a great truth as new as it is important.

This second portion would have extended to far
greater length and more minute detail of family
history, had the Author not felt the necessity of
compressing his plan within the narrow limits of
an Essay, which he was desirous should exhibit, in
a distinct and complete form, the theory of Scottish
history, which his researches have led him to adopt,
and which he now submits with deference to the
judgment of the public.

The result of the system will be found, at one
view, in the following Table of the descent of the
Highland clans.
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APPENDIX

TO

PART II.

As the simple conclusion to which we have arrived,
after the investigation contained in this Work, both
as to the origin of the Highlanders generally and
of the Highland clans in particular, is, that the
whole Highland clans are, with very few excep-
tions, descended from one Gaelic nation, who have
inhabited the same country from time immemorial,—
it follows that the plan of this Work must exclude
all those families to whom a long residence in the
country have given the name of Highlanders, but
who are not of Gaelic origin. But as these fami-
lies are not very numerous, it will be proper, in
order to complete this sketch of the Highlanders,
that we should shortly state, in an Appendix, the
reasons for considering them of foreign origin.
There are, perhaps, few countries into which the
introduction of strangers is received with less fa-
vour than the Highlands of Scotland. So strong-
ly were the Highlanders themselves imbued with
an hereditary repugnance to the settlement of fo-
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reigners among them, that assisted as that preju-
dice was by the almost impenetrable nature of their
country, such an occurrence must originally have
been nearly impossible, and at all times exceedingly
difficult. In this respect, however, the extinction
of the ancient earls or maormors produced some
change. Norman and Saxon barons, by the opera-
tion of the principles of feudal succession, acquired
a nominal possession of many of the great High-
land districts, and were prepared to seize every fa-
vourable opportunity to convert that nominal pos-
session to an actual occupation of the country; and
although their influence was not great enough to
enable them materially to affect the population of
the interior of their respective districts, yet, under
their protection, many of the foreign families might
obtain a fooling in those parts which more imme-
diately bordered on the Lowlands. It is accord-
ingly the eastern and southern boundary of the
Highlands which would naturally become exposed
to the encroachment of the Lowlanders and their
barons, and in which we might expect to find clans
which are not of pure Gaelic origin. The first of
these clans is that of the

STEWARTS.

In the present state of our information regarding
the Stewarts, the question of their origin seems to
have been at length set at rest, and until the dis-
covery of new documents shall unsettle this deci-
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CHISHOLM.

Few families have asserted their right to be con-
sidered as a Gaelic clan with greater ¥ehemence
than the Chisholms, notwithstanding that there are
perhaps few whose Lowland origin is less doubtful.
Hitherto no one has investigated their history; but
their early charters suffice to establish the real origin
of the family with great clearness. The Highland pos-
sessions of the family consist of Comer, Strathglass,
&ec., in which is situated their castle of Erchless,
and the manner in which they acquired these lands
is proved by the fact, that there exists a confirmation
of an indenture betwixt William de Fenton of Baky
on the one part, and “ Margaret de la Ard domina
de Lyrchless and Thomas de Chishelme her son and
heir” on the other part, dividing between them the
lands of which they were heirs portioners, and
among these lands is the barony of the Ard in Inver-
ness-shire. This deed is dated at Kinrossy, 25th of
April, 1408.

In all probability, therefore, the husband of Mar-
garet must have been Alexander de Chishelme, who
is mentioned in 1868 as comportioner of the barony
of Ard along with lord Fenton.

The name of Chisholm does not occur in Battle
Abbey Roll, so there is no distinct authority to
prove that the family was actually of Norman origin,
but these documents above cited distinctly shew that

the name was introduced into the Highlands from
VOL. II. P



314 APPENDIX. [PART 11.

the low country. Their original seat was in all pro-
bability in Roxburgshire, as we find the only person
of the name who signs Ragman’s Roll is “ Richard
de Chesehelm del county de Roxburg”, and in this
county the family of Chisholm still remains. Their
situation therefore, together with the character of the
name itself, seems with sufficient clearness to in-
dicate a Norman origin.

The four families whose origin we have here in-
vestigated, although cursorily, complete the number
of clans whose foreign origin can be established with
any degree of certainty ; and whether we consider the
small number of these families, or their situation on
the borders of the Highlands, we cannot but be
struck with the small impression which the predomi-
nating influence of the Saxons and Normans in the
Highlands, and the continued encroachments of the
Lowland barons, both of such lengthened endurance,
produced upon the population of the aboriginal Gael.
This is a fact which can only be accounted for by the
rooted and unalterable hatred which the Gael have
always exhibited to the introduction among them or
settlement of strangers, and which pérhaps more
than any other cause led to those interminable feuds
by which the Highlands of Scotland were so long
and grievously distracted.

THE END.

G. Woodfall, Printer, Angel Court, Skinner Street, London.
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